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Comfort—In Leisure 

Harris Tweed Sports Jacket* 
Tcrylenc/worsted Trousers 
Knitwear by Famous Makers 
See them all now—at 

Bernards Men's Shop 
40 COMMERCIAL ROAD, PORfiMO aTH 

Telephone: 26116 

30 ROYAL PARADE, PLYMOUTH 

Telephone: 66S43 
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SAILS FOR THE 
MEDITERRANEAN 


H .M.S. ARK ROYAL recommissioned a! Dcvonport on Septem¬ 
ber 12, after a six-months refit, for a two-year General Service 
Commission which will be spent at home anil in the Mediterranean, 
for which station she sails in November. 

The carrier is commanded by Capt. 13. C. E. E. Gibson. D.S.C.. R.N., who 
is an aviator with over 3.000 flying hours to his credi.t During the war he flew 
lighter aircraft from various carriers, including the previous Ark Royal (sunk 
so many times by "Lord Haw-Haw*’), and since then has been Commander 
(Air) of other carriers and the R.N. Air Station. Culdro.se. 

The commissioning ceremony was Addressing the ships company Un¬ 
attended by the ship’s company of Captain referred to the spirit which the 
1.500 officers and men together with fourth commission had inherited with 
their families, representatives of the the name Ark Royal and said that the 
squadrons that will join the ship when new commission had a duly to enhance 
she sails for the Mediterranean, and the reputation of the ship in order to 
many distinguished visitors, among pass it on to their successors, 
whom were the Commandcr-in-Chicf. The Commandcr-in-Chicf. Plymouth 
Plymouth. Vice-Admiral Sir Charles spoke of the good impression that the 


HALS. Ark Royal, Britain's largest aircraft carrier, steaming at speed and preparing to fly oil Scimitar strike 

aircraft. Inset, Capt. I). C. E. I-’. Gibson, R.N., Commanding Officer of the ship 


A THIRD GUIDED MISSILE SHIP 

tt AT TVT/^TTI?T\ weapons system with a twin launcher, their uses, will facilitate the operation 
| . Zk I J IX f M l I four radar controlled 4.5-inch guns in of the helicopter in adverse weather 

A twin mountings situated forward and conditions. 

^ two “Scacai close-range guided The Kent will have the latest air 

Commissioning cakes were cut by 1/ weapons systems fitted abaft the after and surface warning radars. Her 

the Captain and Mrs. Gibson. Lieut.- lldlllC'vl funnel. bridge will afford the captain a clear 

Cdr. Skinner (Commanding Officer. For anti-submarine work the ship all-round view combined with the best 

815 Squadron) and Mrs. Skinner. /NNE of the oldest ship names in will be fitted with the latest under- possible weather protection. The com- 

Mastcr-at-Arms Roberts and Mrs. V-/the Royal Navy was brought water detection equipment and a bjned operations room and weapon 

Roberts and Chief Air Artificer Prynn back into service last month, when Westland Wessex helicopter carry- direction room is fitted with electronic 

and Mrs. Prynn. The guests then Her Royal Highness Princess Marina ing dipping asdic and homing tor- plotting facilities, 

adjourned to the forward end of the Duchess of Kent launched the Kent, pedoes. Accommodation for her complc- 

hangar for tea. the third of the Royal Navy’s guided ment of about 32 officers and 400 rat- 

Thc ship embarks her aircraft in missile destroyers, at the Belfast ship- QUICKLY UNDLR-WAY ings will be at a very high standard. 

November. These include the latest yard of Harland and W'olff Ltd. The propulsion machinery consists The mess decks are lined with bunks 

type of anti-submarine helicopters. The launch took place on Scptcm- of two sets of geared steam turbines arranged so as to‘provide the maxi- 
thc Wessex, which replace the her 27. the religious ceremony being for normal steaming conditions, with mum recreation space in each mess, 
familiar Whirlwinds. These will form conducted by the Rev. R. Kilpatrick, gas turbines to provide additional while allowing for such fillings ak 
No. 815 .Squadron commanded by M.A.. Vicar of Ballymacarrctt. boost for high speeds and for getting card and writing tables and cupboards. \ 

Licut.-Cdr. A. L. L. Skinner. R.N. The The Kent, a County-class destroyer, quickly under-way in harbour. The The last Kent, which was launched \ 
other aircraft embarked will be was laid down in March. I960. She is steam turbines were manufactured by in 1926 and broken up in 1948, was \ 
.Scimitars forming No. 800 Squadron expected to join her sister ships, the Harland and Wolff and Associated one of the famous County-class Xjght- 
commanded by Licut.-Cdr. A. Man- Hampshire and the Devonshire, in the Electrical Industries, and the gas tur- inch gun cruisers which served Vith“T \ 
cais. R.N.. Sea Vixens forming 890 Elect in 1963. bines by Harland and Wolff. Stabi- such distinction during the Second < r - 

Squadron commanded by Licut.-Cdr. Besides providing guided weapon lisers will be fitted, which, among World War. \ 

D. Monscll. R.N.. and Ganncts. form- anti-aircraft defence for task groups. -^ \ - 

——^iTO Wl.^ 

It (not 

September issue of this p.ip.-r) which. ARM A.Mr.iN I ; " . 

v Sw.sfdlidi tor- With standard d^pl.ucmcnl of j 

ia',.i:r\:i".: ir*' 01 s::*vvs'fn!l\ "Wf VOX) tons, .m over ill length o! 

attacked the Italian \ i\ il I o.-vCn m *20 led and a h.-.un ot *4 feet, the ( ^j 

m Kent one "Seadug" guided 


ONLY WHITE 
ENSIGN GAVE 
HER AWAY 


W ITH the ship's company dressed 
in Arab costume—pendant num¬ 
bers in Arabic—and with a dhow 
painted on the funnel. H.M.S. Finis* 
terre (Cdr. C. J. Balfour, R.N.), re¬ 
turned to Malta on August 14 after six 
weeks in the waters round Kuwait. 

The ship, which was streaked with 
salt and rust after almost continuous 
sea time, and with thick sand which 
clung to everything, immediately set 
to. to bring herself to her normal im¬ 
maculate appearance again, and the 
ship’s company told of the awful con¬ 
ditions experienced in the Gulf. 


KEEPING OU1 
THE SHARKS 


f* p pj • Little did anyone realise that the next 

fA T nTlV-^1 V shore leave would be at Bahrein in the 

Persian Gulf, and that for two nights 

“ft* diversion signal was received 
yjS. H. Drummond, D.S.C.. R.N.) a| t|)c cnd of and on July 7 

cf r 'tinn Wnn.Knnn ".MS. Cassandra arrived in the Gulf, 

exercises before vtsilmg Hong Kong. {hc spcarhcad (by 100 milcs from 

H.M.S. Victorious) of the large naval 

TK T _..211 ^ _ reinforcement to arrive from the Far 

| \ PW VI 11D TOr East. having come nearly 5.000 milcs 
ilVTf V ***** * V1 at 20 knots to do so. 

C ® TA AT 1 Four men collapsed from heat cx- 

—Ill—I . |Vlrll_ haustion on the first day. but thcrc- 
*** iTXVUi after they learned to live with the heat 

A 140-YEAR-OLD link between the but not like it. The weather did not 
Royal Navy and Admiralty House stop the more energetic playing deck 
in Valetta was broken in September ! hockey on the flight deck of H.M.S. 
when the Commandcr-in-Chief. | Victorious, or taking part in the ship 

tug-of-war competition. 


S HIPS working with the Far Fast 
Fleet often spend long periods at 
sea and recreation thus assumes an 
important part of daily life on board. 

“Radio Belfast.’’ run by members of 
the ship’s company, has broadcast 
programmes of music, talks and news 
to all ships in company, as well as 
record requests from home. 

A swimming net. some 60 feet 
long by 20 feet, and suspended over 
the side of H.M.S. Belfast to pro¬ 
tect swimmers against sharks, has 
been successfully tested and used. 

To keep small ships topped up with I Admiral Sir Deric Holland-Martin 


fresh provisions and bread is often a | and his family moved to their new 
problem. H.M.S. Belfast’s bakery has 
been working overtime recently and 
has supplied over two tons of bread to 
other ships, whilst H.M.S. Caesar col¬ 
lected 15 tons of vegetables from 1761 and 1763. was 
Darwin, supplying each ship on her Naval Authorities on January I. 1821. < 

return. During the transfer she wore and has been the official residence of whal perhaps is of more interest in 
an additional ensign—that of the ihc Commandcr-in-Chicf ever since, illustrating modern naval mobility, re- 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary whose tradi- Now it is to be returned to the Gov- lied entirely on supply at sea of oil and 
tional task il is to supply the fleet. eminent of Malta. stores from the Fleet Train. 


On July 29 H.M.S. Blackpool (Cdr. 
official residence, the Villa Portelli in I M. L. Stacey, R.N.) arrived to relieve 
the other side of Grand H.M.S. Cassandra, who returned to 


SENIORSERVICE 

The Ftrf<ct>on of Ckj 


Kalkara. 

Harbour. 

The house, which was built between the time the Blackpool arrived. H.M.S. 

leased to the Cassandra had been at sea for 55 out 

of 56 days, steamed 19.400 milcs. and 
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EDITORIAL 

N EARLY nine hundred years ago 
895 to be precise - - there took 
place the last successful war invasion 
of the British Isles. It was on October 
14. 1066. that William of Normandy 
landed and the Battle of Hastings was 
fought. All of us know what happened 
that day. 

Since that date various attempts have 
been made to invade England, some of 
which, it is true, were nothing more 
than dreams in the minds of the would- 
be conquerors. 

What has prevented these pipe 
dreams from becoming realities or 
which prevented an enemy from land¬ 
ing on our shores? 1 he Navy has been 
the guardian of this island. Without 
strong naval forces Philip of Spain, 
with his great armada, would have 
landed and. although he would have 
been met by fierce opposition inland 
there is the possibility that he would 
have emulated the success of Harold 
500 years before. 

Napoleon's dream of a France 
embracing all Europe mi\ have been 
a fact had it not been for the might 
of the Royal Navy. 

Coming to even later days is it not 
a possibility that Hitler would have 
put his armies to the test had it not 
been for the ships flying the White 
Ensign? 

Can it be doubted that he knew he 
would have to contend with the men 
and ships of the Royal Navy, sadly 
depleted though it was after Dunkirk, 
if he made the attempt to invade Eng¬ 
land? 

I he lesson to be drawn is a simple 
one. We are an island and with a 
strong Navy any attempt at invasion is 
doomed to failure. It is true that 20th 
ccntuiy weapons have entirely altered 
the concept of war yet. in the last 
analysis, we would be failing in our 
duty if we were not able >o defend 
this island with conventional forces. 

Today we have sonic of the finest 
ships in the world but they are spread 
dreadfully thin over the oceans. We 
have some of the finest seamen in the 
world too. but. maybe, not enough of 
them. 

Whilst it is true that the cost of the 
Navy is enormous, surely such costs 
must be treated as an insurance 
premium against the astronomical 
losses which the country would have 
to face should a futuie war occur. 

Is it not a fact, therefore, that we 
cannot afford not to have a strong 
Navy? * 


WEEKEND LEAVE 

TRIUMPH COACHES 

3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
Phono 27351 

Operate the following Official Exp'ttt Service 
lor Service Penonnei EVERY WEEKEND 

LEEDS . 47/6 

BRADFORD . 4S/6 

HUDDERSFIELD . 43/6 

SHEFFIELD . 39/6 

NOTTINGHAM . 32/6 

LEICESTER . 27/6 

NORTHAMPTON . 22/- 

UVERPCOL . 44/6 

MANCHESTER. 42/6 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 36/- 

STAFFORD . 33/- 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 29/- 

BIRMINGHAM.27/6 

COVENTRY . 25/- 

WARWICK .22/- 

BANBURY . 19/6 

OXFORD . 16/- 

PLYMOUTH . 30/- 

EXETER. 21/- 

BRISTOL. 17/6 

SALISBURY . 8/3 

GLOUCESTER. 25/- 

SWINDON . 18/- 

CIP.ENCESTER. 21/- 

MARLBOROUGH . 15/- 

READING . II/- 

PORTLAND . 16/3 

LONDON irom PORTSMOUTH ... 13/6 

LONDON Irom GOSPORT . 15/- 

LONDON Irom H.M.S 

COLLINGWOOD ... 14/- 
By SOUTHDOWN MOTOR SERVICES Lid 

*11 iJieie service* will take the following ro>ite 
for the convenience of Sc**icc Personnel: RJA 
Barracks. Eastney: H.M.S Vernon: P.o/al Sadors’ 
Ho-ne Club Queen Street: PtJ. Barracks. 
Umcorn Cote: Stonic/ Pd. for H.M.S. E’cellent: 
HJA.S. PhoeniM: Hi/sea Lido Csshc.n. Hornes: 
Fo.vr. Quay, fareham. 

N.B.—To all ships visiting Ports¬ 
mouth: Special facilities to meet 
your particular travelling require¬ 
ments can be organised at short 

notice. 


THE FIRST FEW 

Start of naval aviation 

T ill’ 1961 Furnhorough Air Display lud a special significance for the Meet 
AT Arm. Al.'hough it is not till next year that we mark the Golden Jubilee 
of the official foundation of the Naval Wing of the Royal Flying Corps— 
shortly afterwards to he known as the Royal Naval Air Service—1911 saw in 
fact llic early beginnings of aviation in the Roval Navy: the first selection of 
a small body of officers to undertake an approved course of training as pilots. 

In March of that year, out of some- 


Letters to the Editor 


200 volunteers, four officers were 
chosen to take advantage of an oiler of 
training at the Royal Aero C lab's 
aerodrome at Eastchurch in the Isle of 
Shcppcy. One member of the Club had 
offered to lend two Farman machines 
and another to instruct. The four 
officers selected - all. he il noted, from 
sea were Lieutenants R. Gregory. 
R.N.. of H.M.S. Antrim. A. M. Long- 
more. R.N., of H.M. Torpedo Boat 24. 
C. R. Samson. R.N.. of H.M.S. Fore¬ 
sight. and D. Wildman-I.ushinglon. 
Royal Marine Artillery, of H.M.S. 
Bulwark. The latter fell sick and was 
no able to join the course till later on. 
his place, however, was at once taken 
by Lieutenant F. L. Gcrrard. Royal 
Marine Light Infantry, of H.M.S. 
Hermione. 

All live qualified after six weeks' 
instruction and eventually the 
Admiralty was persuaded to buy the 
two machines and to send 12 ratings to 
form the nucleus of a flying school. 
Additional aircraft, consisting of one 
Blcriot monoplane and two Short twin- 
engined biplanes, were added to the 
establishment. 

i From the start, attention was given 
to the problem of operating with and 
from ships of the fleet, and in 
December. 1911. Lieutenant Samson, 
ir. a Short biplane, took oil from a 


AWARD FOR 
ZEAL 


Constantinople thought 
allies were landing 

LONE SUBMARINE’S 

T~^ W ]~) J JTC I burned and most of the other mem- 

C/A rLUllo 1 !?" "L. ,hc .u c ! c *?"ilJ so ^.?“i c : 



Chief Electrical Artificer (Air) F. I.. 
J. Crouch, of 130 Chantry Road. 
Gosport, receiving the British Em¬ 
pire Medal from the Flag Officer 
Air (Home) at Divisions in HALS. 
Ariel. Lec-on-SoIcnt, 15 September. 
1961. The award was for outstanding 
zeal and devotion to duty as a mem¬ 
ber of the Wessex helicopter Special 
Maintenance Party of 1I.M.S. Ariel. 


landing platform built on the lore- - _ T . ^ « * vs r 

castle of H.M.S. Africa, at anchor at I ( J |\ A M A W { |< 

Chatham. He made a safe descent 1 ^ 1 ^ ^ ITICllVUljLi 

to°ih^ s wheels!" B "° ,a,ion bae ' la ' hcd i FOR FAREHAM 

These men were the Flcel Air Arm's | A PIECE of marble from the 
pioneers and their efforts should inspire r\original abbev of St. Mary's, on 


pioneers and their efforts should inspire /^original abbey of St. Mary's, on 
us towards the continued ideal of an the Mand of Iona, will be carried 
effective and well equipped Fleet Air from the island to Fort Blockhouse 
Arm. 1 heir successors, who represented Ay H.M. Submarine Porpoise, 
the Royal Navy at this year's Farm The marble is intended for a font in 
borough show, with their Scimitars and .he new church of St. Columha to be 
Sea Vixens, demonstrate not only their built north-west of Fareham and 
own prowess and the skill of the cprcscntutivcs of the church will col- 
designers and manufacturers, but the eel it from the submarine when she 
vision of those First Few. returns to Portsmouth. 


S IR.—Today. September 4. being 
the anniversary of the sinking in 
1915 of H.M. Submarine E.7 (I.ieut.- 
Cdr. Cochrane). I would like, through 
the medium of the **Navy News.** to 
recall one or two events in which this 
submarine made history. 

On her first patrol through the Dar¬ 
danelles. she played havoc with enemy 
shipping, sank ammunition ships and 
even sent a torpedo ashore which 
made the panic-stricken populace of 
Constantinople believe that our Navy 
had penetrated the Narrows and were 
operating in force. 

Ships were sunk, dhows captured 
and scuttled, a troop train was at¬ 
tacked and four ammunition wagons 
were blown up. The submarine even 
attacked a heavily protected ammuni¬ 
tion ship. H.7's torpedo running under 
the escorts, hitting the ship Biga which 
blew up and disappeared. 

On another occasion, while placing 
a hoarding party aboard a prize a 
large steamer alongside the pier at 
Kodostro. the enemy opened lire. In 
an attempt to destroy the steamer a 
charge was placed on board, hut this 
exploded prematurely and the First 
lieutenant. Lieut. H.tllifax. and an able 
seaman were badly burned. 

In an attempt to get out of the Nar¬ 
rows. with many of the crew sullcring 
from dysentry and with enemy surface 
craft hunting her. E.7 was fouled by 
two large cables which held her tight. 
The l urks, watching on shore, noticed 
the nets being dragged out of position 
and sent destroyers to drop explosive 
charges on the spot where the nets 
were being dragged under by the sub¬ 
marine. 

After several close explosions, one 
dropped near enough to. render E.7 a 
cripple. With the air getting fouler 
every minute, with two men badly 


1 burned and most of the other mem¬ 
bers of the crew in a sorry state from 
dysentry. the captain realised there 
was nothing to he done but scuttle the 
boat. He therefore destroyed his con¬ 
fidential hooks, logs and documents, 
placed explosive charges in various 
parts of the submarine and. just before 
7 p.m.. surfaced. 

Immediately E.7 came under lire 
from three motor torpedo boats, but 
as soon as the crew were all taken off. 
the scuttling charges rent the stricken 
submarine almost in two and she sank 
to the bottom. 

I.ieut.-Cdr. Cochrane ami his crew 
were taken as prisoners of war. 
jS. II. GLAZE BROOK. Edgwaie. 

ROYAL HOSPITAL 
SCHOOL 

S IR. I expect that many who have 
passed through the Royal Hospita 
School were surprised to read in last 
month’s issue that next year is the 
250th birthday of our school, and I 
am wondering how many of us look 
hack - as the writer docs with pride 
for the general training, education 
and start in life we received at the 
school. 

It is felt by a few that this would 
he an appropriate time to show our 
appreciation of what the school - 
whichever we were fortunate enough 
to receive our training in. either 
Greenwich or Holbrook did for us. 
by making a presentation in some 
form or other. Should any of you, 
therefore, feel that you would like 
to donate to such an object, may I 
suggest that you get in contact with 
the lion, general secretary of the Old 
Boys’ Association: he is Mr. R. G. 
Richards. 76 Chesterfield Road. Cop- 
nor. Portsmouth. 

With best wishes to all old hoys 
everywhere. R. D. PALMER. 9 57. 
i 1913-1916. 


DRAFTING FORECAST-YOUR MAT SSill* 


Notes (i) The term U.K. Base Port means the port at which a ship may 
normally be expected to give leave and relit. Portsmouth (C) indi¬ 
cates ships administered by Portsmouth but which will normally 
relit and/or give leave at C hathani. 

(ii) As ratings arc normally detailed for overseas service about four 
months ahead of commissioning date, and for home service about 
two months ahead of commissioning date, this should be borne in 
mind when preferring requests to volunteer to sene in a particular 
ship. 

(iii) Il is emphasised that the dates and particulars given below arc fore¬ 
casts only and may have to be changed—perhaps at short notice. 

SUBMARINE COMMAND [814 Squadron. December, at R.N. Air 


II.M.S. Rorqual, end of October, at 
Dcvonport. for service in First Sub¬ 
marine Squadron. 

II.M.S. Andrew, December 16 at 
Singapore for service in Seventh J 
Submarine Division. 

H.M.S. Aeneas. January. I%2. at. 
Portsmouth, for service in Second 
Submarine Squadron. 

HA1.S. Tabard. February 2. at S>dney. • 
N.S.W.. for service in Fourth Sub¬ 
marine Division. 

II.M.S. Artemis, end of February, at 
Chatham, for service in Second Sub¬ 
marine Squadron. 

II.M^S. Thermopylae, March 2. at 
Chatham, for service in Fifth Sub¬ 
marine Division. 

II.M.S. Grampus, April, at Ports-1 
month, for service in First Sub¬ 
marine Squadron. 

II.M.S. Auriga. May 18. at Devon- 

Second Sub- ; 


port, for service 
maiinc Squadron. 


GENERAL 

819 Squadron. October 4. at R.N. Air 
Station. Eglinton. Kc-cquipping. 
Wessex helicopters. 

II.M.S. Aisnc. October 10. at C'lut- 


Station. Culdrosc, Wessex helicop¬ 
ters. 

HALS. Cavalier, December II. at 
Singapore for Foreign Service (Far 
East). 8th Destroyer Squadron. 

H.M.S. Kirkliston. December, at 
Dcvonport for Home Sea Service. 
50th M S Squadron. U.K Base 
Port. Portland. 

1962 

II.M.S. Barrosa. January 5. at Dcvon¬ 
port for trials. Commissions April 
3 for Foreign Service (Fur East). 
Stli Destroyer Squadron. 

HALS. Loch Fyne, January 18. at 
Dcvonport. for General Service 
Commission. Honic/Middlc East 
(18 months). 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport. 

ILM-S. Hermes, January 30. at Ports¬ 
mouth. for General Service Com¬ 
mission. Home/East of Suez (24 
months). U.K Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 

H.M.S. Agincourf. February 13. at 
Portsmouth for trials. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission May I for 5th 
Destroyer Squadron. Honic/Mcd. 
(24 months). U.K. Base Port. Ports¬ 
mouth. 


II.M5. Lynx. March, at Chatham. 

HALS. Rnmc Head. March, at (.nut- 
ham. for trials. 

1I.M5. Cassandra. April, at Singa¬ 
pore. for Foreign Service (Far 
East). 8th Destroyer Squadron. 

II.M5. Yarmouth. April, at Dcvon¬ 
port. lor General Service Commis¬ 
sion East of Sucz/Homc (18 
months). Captain (F). U.K. Base 
Port. Dcvonport. 

II.M5. Blackpool. April, at Chatham 
for General Service Commission 
East of Suez/Home (15 months). 6th 
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (C). (Sec Note.) 

HALS. I.landall. April, at Dcvonport 
for General Service Commission 
East of Suez;Home (20 months) 
U.K Base Port. Dcvonport. 

II.M.S. I.och Alvie. April, at Chat 
ham. lor General Service Cominis 
sion Middle East Home (18 
months). 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth (C). 
(See Note.) 

H.M.S. Victorious. April, at Ports¬ 
mouth 

IIAI.S. Whirlwind. April, at Chat¬ 
ham for General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Ilomc/W. Indies (24 months). 
8 th Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth (C). 

HALS. Nubian, April, at Portsmouth 
for trials. Commissions for Home 
Sea Service September. General Ser¬ 
vice Commission Middle East/Home 
September II. 1*762 (tentative date) 
(18 months). 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Portsmouth 

IIAI.S. Maidstone. May 2. at Ports¬ 
mouth for Home Sea Service. Trials/ 


Steaming Crew. U.K. Base Pori. 
Rosyth. 

HALS. Whitby. May 24. at Rosyth for 
trials. General Service Commission. 
July 26. South Atlantic and South 
America/! Ionic (24 months). 7th 
Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth (C). (See Note.) 

H.M.S. Grenville, May. at Gibraltar 
for Home Sea Service. Trials crew. 

II.M.S. Loch Eada, May 24 at Chat¬ 
ham. for trials and for Foreign Ser¬ 
vice (Far East). June 26. 3rd Frigate 
Squadron. 

HALS. Protector. June, at Portsmouth 
for General Service Commission. 
Falkland Islands and Antarctic 
(F I D.) (24 months) U.K. Base Port. 
Portsmouth. 

HALS. Tartar. June, at Dcvonport 
for trials. Commissions November. 
1962. for General Service Commis¬ 
sion. Middle East/Homc (IS 
months). 9th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port. Dcvonport. 

II.M.S. Torquay, end of June, at Ports¬ 
mouth for trials and Home Sea Ser¬ 
vice. end August. 17th Frigate 
Squadron. U.K. Base Port. Devon- 
port. 

HALS. Owen. July, at Dcvonport for 
General Service Commission Indian 
Ocean (24 months). U.K. Base 
Port. Dcvonport. 

IIAI.S. Londonderry, Jtilv. at Ports¬ 
mouth for General Service Commis¬ 
sion. West Indies/Home (24 months). 
8 th Frigate Squadron. U.K. Base 
Port. Portsmouth. 

II.M.S. Albion. July, at Portsmouth. 


Write, phone or call 

TRIUMPH COACHES 

3 Edinburgh Road. Portsmouth 
Phone 27351 


ham for trials. General Service II.M5. Murray. February, at Rosyth. 
Commission. January 9. Med./ j 847 Squadron. March 6. at R.N. Air 
Home (24 months). U.K. Base Port. Station. Culdrosc. for Foreign Scr- 
Portsmouth. vice. Second Commando Carrier. 

HAI.S. Ashanti, October 31. at Glus- Whirlwinds, 
gow for Home Sea Service. First of 809 Squadron, March, at R.N. Air 
class trials. General Service Com-1 Station. Lossiemouth. Buccaneers, 
mission. April (tentative date). .801 Squadron. March, at R.N. Air 
Middle Easi/Home (16 months). | Station. Lossiemouth, for Overseas 
706 Squadron, November, at R.N. Air Service. H.M.S. Ark Royal, Buc- 
Station, Culdrosc, Wessex helicop-! cancers. 

ters. HALS. Caprice, March, at Singapore. 

H.M.S. Pellew, end November at i for Foreign Service (Far East), 8th 
Rosyth. I Destroyer Squadron. 

HALS. Ulster, December 14. at. ILM5. Rothesay, March. Home Sea 
Dcvonport for General Service. Service. Trickle conversion* from 
Commission West Indics/Homc (21 I General Service Commission. Cap- 
months). 8th Frigate Squadron. tain (F). 20th Frigate Squadron. 
U.K. Base Port, Dcvonport. U.K. Base Port, Portsmouth. 


41 your service . . . 

(urtiss 
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‘HEAVEN HELP THE 

C? AIT TJ C* 9 I (later reduced to three years) for his 

ZjL JL 1 J V-^ .IV. kJ part in the disturbances at the Royal 


S IR.—Having recently seen a copy 
of the “Navy News," I was sur¬ 
prised to see the photograph of 
I1.M.S. King Alfred. She must have 
done at least two commissions in 
China, for a ship I was in relieved her 
in 1910. 

• I was in the Glory when King Alfred 
first commissioned, the Glory being in 
the Channel Fleet at the time. Then I 
recommissioned Glory on September 
IS. 1907. for the Mediterranean. Our 
Sccond-in-Command was H.R.H. 
Prince Louis of Battenberg—every 
inch a gentleman. Another in the 
Glory was Capt. Satcr (sic.), to become 
Admiral Sir W. Pakenham. They were 
two of the grandest ever to sail the sea. 

The Fleet consisted of the Queen. 
Prince of Wales (Second Flagship). 
Bacchante (Third Flagship) and four 
of one class the Glory. Canopus. 
Goliath and Ocean, and the Swift- 
sure and the Triumph. 

I returned home and requalilied at 
the Island, and then commissioned the 
Minotaur (Admiral Sir A. S. Winslow) 
for China on January 4. 1910. and 
we relieved the King Alfred at Singa¬ 
pore on March 4. 1910. 

Whilst I was in the China Fleet, we 
lost the Bedford on Samarang Rocks 
in the Yellow Sea. We were going 
from Wei Hai Wei to Nagasaki. 

What memories come back to me 
as I write. 1 remember the “on the 
knee" order (Lieut. Collard). He 
was our gunnery officer, and we won 
the best trophy I have ever seen 
under him—the Peacock Monu¬ 
ment. I have some photographs 
somewhere of the gun’s crew. 

I also knew' Stoker Moody, who 
was given live years* penal servitude 


EV’RYBODY 

DOWN! 

A CREST for 1I.M.S. Trout bridge. 

the fictitious hut highly adventur¬ 
ous frigate in the Light Programme's 
“The Navy Lark" series, has been ap¬ 
proved by the Admiralty. 

It is similar in design to that of 
H.M.S. Troubridge. in active service 


(later reduced to three years) for his 
part in the disturbances at the Royal 
Naval Barracks in 1906. I also re¬ 
member the Commodore. 

In those days one had to fly from 
pebble to pebble. If those serving to¬ 
day had the same treatment, it would 
be “heaven help the sailors on a night 
like this." Yes. you had to fight to get 
any food at all at times and. although 
I got some first prizes. I also got 
plenty of second prizes, but it was fun. 
You either gave a "socking" or re¬ 
ceived one. 

We had the best eight ships the 
world ever knew—four battle cruisers. 
Indomitable. Invincible. Inflexible and 
Indefatigable, and four flotilla leaders, 
the Forward. Foresight. Seminal and 
Boadicea. 

I was 73 last month, so I would not 
stand much of a chance now. 

Wishing you all success.— R. G. 
HADDON. Long Baton. 

Advancements 

C INFIRMATION hat been received chat the 
following have been advanced lo ihe 
Chief Petty Officer or Chief Artificer race: 

To Chief Fnrloeerin* Mechanic 

KX 95757 A. II. tear. KX 777000 A. H. 
Town*cnd. KX 833543 D. Brown. KX 629690 
I.. A. Brav. KX 527438 F.. E. Ball. KX 81788 
F. Street. KX 7826SJ I. F. Harper. KX 841017 
F. W. Brown. KX 03265 T. F. Evans. KX 
680715 M. Pender. KX 813*94 F. P. Tilley. 
KX 12530.* W. A. Dowlins. KX 164617 P. J. I. 
Cooper. KX 07371 A. V Cooper. KX 804131 
F. VV. Mcadcr. KX 771832 T. Cook. KX 802735 
I. R. Collins. KX 8*1*84 R. C. Ri*ebrow. KX 
837345 C. A. Jcnkmvon. KX 860822 J. F. 
Scott. KX OI2M2 B. F. Evam. KX 151514 
W. T. Gitioct. 

To Chief Pettj Officer 

IX 154001 F. W. Brady IX 890944 A. 
Ward. JX 161872 I*. S. C. Gardner. IX 
163567 F. R. Duncan. JX 616423 J South. 
IX 760345 N. E. Fcwinn. JX 163603 A. J. 
NicholK. JX IS8I56 J. C. R. Annrit. JX 
157021 R. F. Skiff. JX 104813 F. G. Chute. 
JX 163133 W. I.. Livermore. JX 161033 G 1. 
Bray. JX 801647 C. Jamct. JX 170288 P. 
Scott. JX 428222 W. J. MacCurrach. 

To Actln* Chief Electrical Mechanician 
MX 856503 A. F. Brown. 

To Chief Electrician 

MX 844003 G. G. Wilkins. MX 646468 R. G. 
Baron. MX 842263 K. A La«. 

To Chief Radio Electrician 

MX 835340 A. G. W Lyon. MX 854174 
G. S. Du. MX 856448 B. Wright. 

To Acting Chief Engloe Room Artificer 

MX 842029 r. R. Mitchell. MX 777576 P. D. 
Iluckt. 

To Store* Chief Petlj Officer 

MX 795928 E. J. Payne. 

To Acting Chief Mechanician 

KX 8*2154 I). A L. I.owe. KX 854X85 
W P. Beer. KX 880343 F. C. Cook. KX 
85416* N. F. Thorpe. KX 878163 K. A. 
Lovatt. KX 880727 I I) Stanton, 
lo Chief Shipwright Artificer 

MX 76782* T. E. Dale. 

To Acting Chief Ordnance Artificer 

MX 887616 G. C. Bolton. MX 8888IS B A. 
I.ong. 

To Chief Radio Snper*l*oe 

JX 890963 li. Ilcndcrwn. JX 770857 F. J. 
Cory. JX 163455 II. N. Ca*lakc. JX 7601*9 
P. L. Shot holt, JX 705558 K. G. Greenaway. 
JX 705676 R. C. Cummin*. 

To Chief Communication Yeoman 

JX 170060 R. A. Jamc*. JX 157752 D A. 
Vey. 

To Acting Chief Aircraft Artificer (AE> 

L/FX 660447 A. C. Smith. 

To Chief Air Utter fO> 

L/FX 58486*1 R. Grubb. 

To Chief Airman (Alll 
I./FX 795761 K. Scott. 

To Chief Electrician (AIR) 

L/FX 847660 V. E. Ludkin 
To Chief Radio Electrician (AlRl 
L/FX 834844 S. B. Skinner. 


SHIPS OP THE ROYAL NAVY 

Mo. 71 D.M.S. TROUBRIDGE 




now on ihc high seas, and Ihc ship 
regarded by the producer and cast of 
"T he Navy Lark" as the lawful sister 
ship of H.M.S. Troutbridgc. Trou- 
bridge’s crest is a crown, with the 
name Troubridge beneath, and a 
circle of rope inset with a three-arched 
bridge and the sea. Troutbridgc's 
crest differs in one respect—it also in¬ 
cludes a drawing of Troutbridgc. com¬ 
pletely smashing the bridge to smither¬ 
eens. 

Alastair Scott Johnston, the pro¬ 
ducer of the programme, says: “This 
crest is something that no other B.B.C. 
show, on sound or television, has got." 


Friendly Wives learn 
about biscuits 

T UB H.M.S. Vernon branch of the 
Royal Naval Friendly Union of 
Sailors' wives met on September 6. 
after the summer recess, under the 
chairmanship of Mrs. H. Lloyd. 

The meeting was addressed by Mr. 
Exclby. who represented a world- 
famous biscuit manufacturer. He 
traced the history of biscuit making 
in this country from the 19th century 
and illustrated his talk with a colour 
film. 

When the branch met on October 4 
a parade of autumn hair styles was 
shown. 
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B UILT as a destroyer by John 
Brown and Co. Ltd., Clyde Bank. 
H.M.S. Troubridge was laid down in 
November, 1941, launched in Septem¬ 
ber. 1942, and completed on March 
8 . 1943. 

In 1955 Ihc ship was taken in hand 
at H.M. Dockyard. Portsmouth, for 
full conversion lo a fast anti-sub- 
niarinc frigate and conversion was 
completed by J. Samuel White and 
Co. Ltd., Cowes, on July 29. 1957. 

Other ships of her class, viz.. Tcazcr. 
Tenacious. Termagant. Terpsichore. 
Tumult. Tuscan and Tyrian, were 
converted to fast anti-submarine fri¬ 
gates (limited conversion). 

H.M.S. Troubridge has a displace¬ 
ment of 2.880 tons (full load), and 
her length is 362 ft. (O.A.) with a 
beam ot 35 ft. She carries two four- 
inch and two 40 mm. bofors anti¬ 
aircraft guns and her A./S. weapons 
arc two Limbo 3-barrcllcd depth 
bomb mortars. Her complement is 190. 

She is the second ship of the Navy 
to bear the name Troubridge. 

Gosport chief 
wins prize 

C REATED in 1953 in memory of 
Mrs. Blspcth Curphcy Kingdom 
head sister in Ihe Royal Naval Mas¬ 
sage Service for seven years between 
1917 and 1924. Ihe Elspelh Curphey 
Kingdon Prize Is awarded annually 
to the best student to qualify as a 
chartered physiotherapist from the 
R.N. School of Physiotherapy at R.N. 
Hospital, Haslar. 

This year it was awarded to Sick 
Berth Chief Petty Ofliccr Brian Simp¬ 
son. of 34 Brighton Avenue. Gosport, 
and now serving in R.N. Hospital. 
Haslar. 

Chief Petty Ofliccr Simpson joined 
the Royal Navy on June 17. 1947. and 
commenced training in the R.N. 
School of Physiotherapy on October 
I. 1957, qualifying as a chartered 
physiotherapist in February. 1961. 

The prize was presented at the 
annual congress of the Chartered 
Society of Physiotherapy at St. 
Pancras Town Hall on September 16 
by the chairman of council. Professor 
Ruth Bowden. 

During the period of the congress. 
Chief Petty Ofliccr and Mrs. Simpson, 
together with other members of the 
R.N. School of Physiotherapy, were 
privileged to dine in the Members' 
dining-room of the House of Com¬ 
mons at the annual dinner of the 
chartered society. 

SHIPS OF THE 
ROYAL NAVY 

P OSTCARD photographs of the 
following H.M. Ships may he ob¬ 
tained from the Editor, "Navy News." 
R.N. Barracks. Portsmouth, price 6d. 
each, which includes postage. 

Theseus. Bulwark. Ocean. Eagle, 
Centaur, Glasgow. Kenya. Newcastle. 
Albion. Ark Royal. Loch Killisport. 
Diana. Taciturn. Daring. Chevron. 
Zest. Vanguard. Murray. Cumberland. 
.Scorpion, Liverpool, Apollo. Lynx, 
Salisbury. Sheffield, Girdle Ness, 
Maidstone, Newfoundland. Warrior, 
Britannia. Bermuda. Victorious. 
Corunna. Alamcin, Vigo. Tyne. 
Jutland, Talent. Palliscr. Explorer. 
Porpoise. Rcdpolc. Gambia, Tiger. 
Russell. Dainty. Protector. Undine, 
Defender. Darlington. Carron. Whitby. 
Eastbourne. Torquay. Mounts Bay. 
Belfast, Hermes. Armada. Yarmouth. 
Lion. Hartland Point. Leopard Token.. 
Chichester. Echo. Loch Fada. Tenby. 
Puma. Blake and Excalibur. 


New Flag Officer at Gibraltar 


Captain E. N. Sinclair, D.S.C., 
Royal Navy, is to be promoted to Rear- 
Admiral to date January 8. 1962. and 
to be Flag Ofliccr, Gibraltar, and 
Admiral Superintendent. H.M. Dock¬ 
yard. Gibraltar, in succession to Rear- 
Admiral P. F. Powlclt, C.B.. D.S.O. 
and Bar. D.S.C., the appointment to 
take effect in Fcbruary/March next 
year. This appointment carries with it 
the N.A.T.O. appointment of Com¬ 
mander Gibraltar Mediterranean. 

Very much a destroyer man he 
has served in. or commanded. H.M. 
Ships Gallant. Fortune. Antelope. 
Eskimo. St. Kilts and Agincourt. In 
1946 he was appointed Eirst Lieuten¬ 
ant of the R.N. Barracks. Chatham, 
and after promotion to Commander 
became Executive Officer. R.N. Air 


Station. Eglinton. Northern Ireland. 

He received the D.S.C. for sinking 
a U-Boat in the Channel. Since Octo¬ 
ber. 1959, he has been in command 
of.H.M.S. Sea Eagle and Senior Naval 
Officer, Northern Ireland and Naval 
Director Joint A/S School, London¬ 
derry. 


Rear-Admiral R. A. J. Owen is to 
be Director-General of Personal Ser¬ 
vices and Ofliccr Appointments in suc¬ 
cession to Rear-Admiral C. II. Hutch¬ 
inson. C.B.. D.S.O., O.B.E.—the ap¬ 
pointment to take effect in January. 
1962. Since July. I960, he has been 
serving in command of H.M.S. 
Phoenicia and as Base Supply Officer, 
Malta. 


COMING HOME ON LEAVE? 

ON YOUR WAY OVERSEAS? 

• 

Wherever you're going to be. you'll need a car on arrival. Buy 
a new Hillman. Humber Sunbeam now from E.M.A. Ltd.. Ports¬ 
mouth. If yours is an cxtccdcd posting, take advantage o! our 
special export scheme—you buy at export prices. 

Let E.M.A. make all the arrangements—export formalities, in¬ 
surance. shipping, everything. Call at our showroom or write 
to us today—your car can be on its way tomorrow: or waiting 
for you when you dock! Or it can be purchased on the home 
delivery plan for use in this country before you sail. 


HILLMAN MINX 

through 

ROOTES OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


MAIN DEALERS FOR 
HUMBER. HILLMAN 
SUNBEAM CARS 

E.M.A. LTD. 
Grove Road South 
Southsca 

Tel. PORTSMOUTH 
23261 


ROOTES WORLD-WIDE OVERSEAS DELIVERY PLAN 


LTD 
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become an integral part of the Navy 


Radar plot Wrens under training. These Wrens serve cither in ports or in Naval Air Stations and operate radar 

sets to locate ships or aircraft and plot their positions on charts 


THAT 


ENJOYING 


I N common with all branches of the Armed Forces, the Women’s Royal 
Naval Service, ail integral part of the Royal Navy, has suffered, from the 
point of view of numbers, from the “run down*' after the war and from the 
smaller Armed Forces now in being. 

From a peak number of about didates undergo training at the Royal 
75.000. with officers in some 50 cate- Naval College. Greenwich, 
gories and ratings in over 90 cate- , Occasionally there arc vacancies for 
gorics. many of them highly technical, young women who have specialised at 
the Women’s Royal Naval Service is a university to enter direct as officers, 
now about 3.444 strong and operates but in the main candidates are looked 
in some 20 categories. for from the serving ratings. 

The branches in which Wrens are The Women’s Royal Nava! Service 
employed today includes commtinica- today forms a cadre which could be 
lions, pay and administrative work, expanded, if the need arose, very 
cooks and stewards, dental surgery quickly. There is plenty of work tor 
assistants. M./T. work, maintenance the Wrens to do but. in addition, as 
of wireless and radar sets, aircraft the pictures on this page show, there 


Wren Rogers and Leading Wren Jacobs pass through the archway of the 

Palace Courtyard at Yalcfta 


Wrens’ reunion in 


Two Wrens pause to buy Malta lace 
in a Yalctta market 


A balcony at the W.R.N.S. quarters. W hitehall Mansions. Ta’xbicx. Malta 
Leading Wren Jacobs, from Wallasey. Wren Rogers (Ringwood) and Wren 

Ogilvic, troni County Cork 


arc opportunities tor travel anu ex¬ 
periences which are denied to the 
’May-at-home >.’* 

Competition for the foreign jobs is 
keen, but for those Wrens whose duties 
keep them in Great Britain, excitement 
is not lacking. Sport of all kinds is 
well organised and there are consider¬ 
able opportunities for travel within the 
United Kingdom. 

It is said that the Royal Nayv is a 
"man's life." It can also be said that 
service in the Women’s Royal Naval 
Service is a "man’s life for women.” 
preserving, at the same time, the 
femininity which is their right. 


All arc doing a worthwhile |ob. 
aking the place of men who arc ur- 
•ently required for sea duties. During 
he war the Wrens ran harbour boats 
uul many would, and could, under¬ 
ake these duties again if required. 

Opportunities for promotion to 
ifficer rank are provided and ratings 
rom all walks of life have equal 
•hances of promotion, provided they 
iosscss the qualities which lit them to 
sc leaders. All candidates are required 
o pass an educational test and must 
:arn the recommendation of their 
rommatuling officer. If selected, can- 


Chief Wren Glory England and 
Chief Wren Irene Atkinson under 
"the putted palm" at the W.R.N.S. 
Quarters, llal Far, Malta 


THE LONG 
WAY HOME 


Opportunities to visit ships arc frequent, and here a party of visitors to 

II.M.S. Alliion show of their pleasure 


11REK girls, members of the 
Women's Royal Naval Service, 


you'll enjoy liv 


home 

from £2,845 

at PURBRO 


fine beers, all available 
freehold Od to N. Africa 


the Mediterranean area 


(near Portsmou 

The perfect blend of town-and countr 
facilities at hand with excellent shops, j 

1> r complete information, please write ^ 

JOHN C. NICK 

Eit/herbert Road. Farlington. Portsmo* 


iikI sightseeing. Five Wrens rest beside a Yalelta 
fountain 
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EGGS ‘A LA FLIGHT DECK 


Have YOU a personal problem ... ? 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 


John English will be pleased to answer your queries. A stamped 
addressed envelope will be appreciated. 


FIFTEEN YEARS AS 
PETTY OFFICER 


S IR*— I was interested in the letter from “Leading Cook** (John English in 
the September issue), and would like him. and others of the same mind, 
to hear my view on the subject of a “fifth live,” as it very much concerned 
me early last year. 

He should remember that a man. 
having made the Navy his career by 
serving for 22 years, including many 
as a senior rating, must surely be ex¬ 
pected to wish to re-engage, if pos¬ 
sible. in order to improve his pension 
and final bounty. 

“Leading Cook” should be grateful 
that he does not belong to the seaman 
branch. He would have my sympathy 
regarding waiting time on the roster. 

After serving 22 years, plus boy’s 
service. I was refused a “tilth five" 
despite a good set of service docu¬ 
ments and 15 years in the rating of 
petty officer, which must have made 
me near the top for advancement. So 
who can blame men in the same posi¬ 
tion for wishing to re-engage? 

Everything comes in time, but I 
cannot agree that a wait of five or six 
years is a long one for advancement, 
as “Leading Cook" believes, and I 
think he will agree that I should know. 

— EX-PETTY OFFICER. P/JX 
149710. (Name and address supplied 
to Editor.) 


FIRST LORD TO 
VISIT U.S.A. 
AND CANADA 


The f irst Lord of the Admiralty 
flew to Washington on October I to 
begin a three-weeks' tour of the United 
States and Canada. 

Accompanied by his Naval Secre¬ 
tary. Rear-Admiral F. R. Twiss. 
D.S.C.. and his Principal Private Sec¬ 
retary. Mr. A. R. M. Jalfray. he wilt 
visit U.S. naval ships and establish¬ 
ments on the cast coast of America 
and also Cape Canaveral and the 
Great Lakes Naval Training Centre at 
Chicago. He will have talks with the 
U.S. Navy Department in Washington 
before ll> ing on to Canada. 

In Canada he will meet the Depart¬ 
ment of National Defence and will 
visit Royal Canadian Naval ships and 


Here is cooking with a difference and a picture which vis idly illustrates the hca! which crews of ships had to 
face off Kuwait. It shows eggs being cooked on the hot flight deck of II.ALS. Victorious by Leading Cook Riley, 
of Birmingham. and Cooks Bradbury. of Ipswich, and Gallimorc. of County Down. Unfortunately the eggs could 
not he eaten—fried eggs and anti-skid paint are a poor mixture. Note that the shadows show the sun to he 

immediately overhead. 


A ROYAL Naval able seaman at Mombasa. Kenya, in danger of dying if 
not operated upon in Britain within 24 hours, owes his life to recent close 
co-operation between the Royal Air Force, Royal Navy and British Overseas 
Airways, who got him to a London operating theatre within 19 hours. He is 
now oft the danger list. 

The R.A.E. broke records in carry-i 40 minutes. Landing near Mombasa 
ing out its part in the combined opera- less than two hours after the original 
ion. A Naval call from Mombasa to call, the Pembroke was airborne again 
R.A.E. Station. Eastleigh. Nairobi, one within 20 minutes with the seaman and 
ifternoon requested an aircraft quickly Surgeon Lieut.-C’dr. J. F. Ryan 
to fly A.IL C. Banks, of the escort aboard. At Nairobi. Banks was put on 
Maintenance ship H.M.S. Hartland to a waiting Comet in which airline 
Vint, to Nairobi to catch a B.O.A.C. officials had already prepared stretcher 
Comet for London. space. Within 19 hours of the Navy’s 

l it.-Lieut. James Besant. his navi- call for help he was in a London 
;ator. Master Navigator John Evans, operating theatre, 
md their ground crew rushed to their This was Fit.-Lieut. Bcsant's last 
Pembroke. Refuelled, its seats re- ‘ flight in East Africa after two and a 
moved to make way for a stretcher, half years commanding the Eastleigh 
»nd with I It.-Lieut. R. Pigachc. the Station Flight, lie had flown 800 hours 
I astleigh medical officer, aboard, it | on duty, and carried out 13 air 
a.i' away on its 300-mile flight within ! casualty evacuations. 


port, O.B.E., R.N.), six minesweepers 
of the Inshore Flotilla (H.M. Ships 
Woolaston, Mary ton, Puncheston. 
Darlington, Chawton and Wilkieston) 
and R.F.A. Gold Ranger, \ Kited Sura¬ 
baya in Java in August. 

Despite rough weather on passage 
from Singapore. King Neptune and 
his Court faithfully appeared as his 
line was crossed to receive tribute 
from his new subjects. 

It was the first time for many year* 
that R.N. ships had entered the dock¬ 
yard at the former Dutch naval base, 
now the base of the Indonesian Navy. 
The flotilla was welcomed in Surabaya 
Strait by a deck-level fly past o: Faircy 
Gannets flown by British-trained 
pilots. 

The Indonesian N.ixy proved 
friendly hosts, and interesting \Kits 
were made to their ships*, the Naval 
Academy and the Marine Training 
Establishment. The British commun¬ 
ity organised all-day picnic trips to the 
neighbouring mountains for over 100 
ratings, and many a man decided to 
grumble no more about tropical 
hardships after plunging into l .K.- 
temperature swimming pool*! 

The flotilla conceded narrow wins in 
soccer and hockey to Indonesian 
Navy teams, but defeated the Sura¬ 
baya Cricket Club twice. Ships were 
open to visitors on two afternoons. 


After the rescue. Lieutenant J. R. Atherton. R.N. (of St. Helens. Lancs.). 
Llaml.ill's Boarding Officer (left), and Commander I. R. Bowden. R.N. (of 
Plymouth), Commanding Officer of l.landaff (right), with Captain Kurt 

Mittwoch of the World Jury. 


Gremlins were at work on tankers 
that night for. in the small hours of 
the next morning, a distress signal was 
received from the Niarehos tanker 
World Jury, aground on Mcsira Island. 

The l.landaff (Cdr. 1. R. Bowdon. 
R.N.) was immediately sent to her 
assistance and found the ship hard 
aground on a rocky shore with heavy 
seas breaking over her. The shoal 
water to seaward made an attempt at 
towing off impossible, so the Llan- 
dafl's boat went alongside the tanker 
(no mean feat in those weather con¬ 
ditions) and. in five trips, transferred 
the World Jury’s crew ot 3‘> men and 
a dog to the Llandaff. 

After a day’s hospitality on board 
the l.landaff they were transferred to 
the World Integrity bound for Sue/, 
and the stranded World Jury was left 
alone with her gremlins on this barren 
coast. 


Gremlins in 
the Gulf 


W ill N flic Loch Insit (Cnpl. I. CL 
Raikes, R.N.) found file Spanish 
tanker Mequincii/a aground on the 
treacherous Shah Allum shoal in the 
middle of flic Persian Gulf on (lie 1 
evening of August many of her 
sailors started dreaming of salvage 
money. 

Such dreams were stillborn, how¬ 
ever. as the Mequincnza knew tli.il her 
chummy ship. Durango, of the same 
company, was on its way. so she had 
no need of Loch lush's assistance. 
However, she was grateful for the offer 
to stand by until the Durango arrived 
and. after lending moral support for 
three hours, the Loch lush carried on 
her way. 


Over £4,000 
missing from 
Hermes safe 


Standing (left to right): Mr. Bury. Mr. McckifT and Mr. Doole. Silting (left 
to right): Mr. A. L. Rand (Director), Mr. T. II. Firth Bernard, M.B.E., M.M., 
J.P. (Governing Director) and Mr. J. A. Carter (Director) 


SIX HAVE OVER 200 YEARS 

CE 1 ]) \7 ¥ ( ^ E 1 ' 54 years association w ith the Compar 

Y Jl V/U vvhili* th.» oilier fiv* t.M-.l I SR wi 


SOUTIISEA’S Ji ro MOST 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS — 


SOUTH PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 


OSBORNE RD. 
SOUTHSEA 


SAVOY 


KIM HELLS . 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships' 1 Company Dances 

whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrie 
OVER 50 SHIPS' DANCES CATERED FOR LAST YEAR 

Wire — Write—or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first "Port of Call" for Dancing: 

The Savoy Ballroom Radio Band Every Friday 


A LL the crew of H.M.S. Ilcnnes— 
nearly 2,000 officers and men — 
were questioned last month concerning 
the disappearance of £4,200 from a 
, safe in the ship. 

The money was in a “ready-use" 
I safe and there was rather more money 
than usual there becau>e payment was 
due. 

As the ship was at Spithead and 
had been operating in the Channel 
during the period of the Farnborough 
Air Show, the only conclusion that the 
C.I.D. officers investigating the loss 
could draw was that the theft was the 
work of someone on board. 

The theft was discovered on the 
evening of Saturday, September •». but 
by that time many libcrtymcn had 
gone ashore. The C.I.D. was informed 
immediately and began their interro¬ 
gations early on Sunday morning. 

Enquiries arc still being pursued 
and an offieer is being charged with 
I neglect of duty. 


Contented staff 
and customers 

T ill:RE can be very few people in¬ 
deed in the Nasal world who have 
not heard of Bernards of Harwich, the 
• naval tailors. 

' Some 66 years ago Charles Henry 
1Firth Bernard, who had himself served 
in the Royal Navy, commenced tailor¬ 
ing naval uniforms at Harwich and 
founded the present-day firm. 

No firm could have lasted this 
length of lime unless it gave complete 
satisfaction to its customers, particu¬ 
larly when its customers are. in the 
main. Service men. 'I hey. living check 
to jowl, readily express their satisfac¬ 
tion or discontent to all within hear¬ 
ing. 

Another pointer to the good name of 
Bernards is the length of service given 
to the company by its staff. The six 
shown above have a service of 212 
years. 1 he Governing Director has had 


Seven other members of the staff have 
more than 25 years service each and 
there are quite a considerable number 
of between 21 and 25 years service. 

Lengths of service such as these 
point to a contented staff and this 
makes for happy relationship between 
company and customer. 

Of those whose photographs appear 
i above Mr. Rand and Mr. Carter arc 
| at Head Office. Mr. Rand being very 
I largely responsible for the office and 
for the direct despatch side of the busi¬ 
ness and Mr. Carter is the Sales Direc¬ 
tor. Mr. Bury is in charge of the Des¬ 
patch Department. Mr. Meek iff is the 
manager at Chatham and looks after 
the interests of the Company in the 
South-East of England, while Mr. 
; Doole is the Southern Area Manager. 
Messrs. Carter. Doole and Mcckilf all 
started as boys with the Company. 


Admiral Sir Caspar John. G.C.B.. 
j First Sea Lord, paid an official visit 
! to the Belgian Navy on September 21. 



SERVICE IN 1 
FIFTY YEARS 


CHINA FLEET OVER 


rirst visit 
for 25 years 


W EI-HAI-WEI was quite popular with Ships Companies, by virtue of having 
a beer canteen with a skittle alley, and the temperatures reasonable. It is 
situated at the tip of the Shantung promontory. North China. It provided a 
convenient anchorage for a squadron of live or six ships of deep draught, with 
the adjacent island of Lio Kung Tau, for use as a naval store depot, for playing 
fields, and the canteen. Under normal conditions, the anchorage was well 
sheltered, ideal for boat sailing and boat pulling regattas. It was but a short 
distance from the Yellow Sea, where squadron exercises could be carried out. 

Hie visit of the Squadron to Japan the strong sea brcc/cs were really 
had served to increase greatly the welcome. Elect exercises, and those 
prestige of (what was then) The Great cvcr-popular competitions, “gunlayers* 
British Empire, not only by showing tests.” loading drill, sailing and pulling 
the "Flag.” but by landing officers and regattas, were soon in full swing, thus 
men to mix with the population in all restoring the much needed physical 
walks of life This personal contact and mental conditions so necessary for 
brought about a wave of popularity efficiency, 
and respect for the Royal Navy. We. 

from the Lower Deck, who had the LETTERS FROM HOME 

Tape"' had "proved ".o''be Sen! 0nc ^a« advantage of operating 
pr0VCd IO b CXctllLnl front Wei-Hai-Wei was the quick 
' 1 transit of mails from U.K. via Trans- 

Now. here we were, back to the Siberian Railways. They were off 
realities of naval routine, quickly loaded at the port of Darien, about a 
shaking out that softness, which creeps hundred miles north of Wei-Hai-Wei. 
in so insidiously after partaking very Letters from home sent in this way 


A picture which will take the China-Fleet-man back a few years. The entrance 
to the Royal Naval Canteen on Liu Kung Tao islands Wei Klai Wei. 


ammunition, and to give 48 hours Captains of Tops 
general leave. The King Alfred was to . 

dock and refit. 11 was a vcr y great pleasure to 

return on board King Alfred on com- 
At that time there was quite a large plction of her refit. The grimness of 
international fleet at Hong Kong. I par- the old Tamar chilled one’s blood, 
lioilarly remember a Russian cruiser A l the end of 1906 the Squadron 
having five funnels. The German sailed for Singapore to rendezvous 
Squadron was always very much in with the Australian Squadron. H.M.S. 
evidence. When cruising, they appeared Powerful being Flagship, and the East 
to shadow the British Squadron. Indies Squadron (the Flagship. I think. 

was H.M.S. Highflyer) and carry out 


SAILORS IN 
THE MAKING 


When leave was given, there were me rrenen Naval Muse in 

frequent clashes between ratings of ” ,na * a,u * Bangkok, the capital 

different nationality. Some of the old ^ ,af P* , crc officers and men were 
lags amongst the “limited leave men.” cn,cr * a, ned on a lavish scale, 
simply enjoyed a fight, and when they On return to Hong Kong prepara- 
took the leave to which they were lions were made for another northern 
entitled. 48 hours a month, they found cruise, which would cover the summer 
their way to the “drinking dens'* in of I‘>07. away from the heat and 
the back streets, where they would humidity of Southern China, where we 
meet seamen of other nations. It was could enjoy the more bracing air of 
no* long before a light was on. which the north. 

anally led. at least to the Britisher. c ruim. 

apprehension by the patrol. WALK III SCHOOL 

All the Ordinary Seamen who had 
A “CRUSHER'S DRAFT* com.mssioncd the King Alfred, were 

now A.B. s and some had become 
It was on "his occasion of general Acting Seaman Gunners. It was with 
leave, that I decided to take Lower | n *«ch surprise that 14 of us received 
Deck Leave. This gave me the privilege instructions to attend Captain’s Re- 
of spending the afternoons in my mess. ‘ 1 ‘icnIs. Wc were lined up collectively 
but the senior Ships’ Corporal thought before C aptain Cecil Thursby. R.N 
otherwise, and put me on draft to (ouf Captain), of whom wc were very 
H.M.S Watcrwitch. a small surveying P r °t*d. It was encouraging, he said, to 
vessel, operated mainly under sail. As * ,ear * u>w wc had done in our 
she was to leave harbour the following examinations, and he would have 
mxr.ing. and I. having no sailing ship arrangements made lor us to be able to 
experience, felt rather a novice, attend night school, and improve our 
Luckily the Leading Hand of my mess, education, so that at some time in the 
gave me a good briefing in the dog fu,l *rc. wc could be candidates for the 
watches and I was able to cope the ran ^ °* Warrant Officer, 
next day. Nevertheless. I was greatly His words aroused within me a keen 
disappointed at leaving the King desire for progress I well knew the I Watch. II. 
Alfred at such short notice. limits ol my educational qualifications. Spithead 

.. . . . I had joined the infant classes at March 1st, 

nn H rM. C .r« r \ UC K "l* ° n ^ s,dc ’ Chjrch Slrccl Council School at the al daylight 

On return to harbour the Gunnery tender age of three. I remained at the As the 

Officer Arthur school until I was nearly II years of stored for 

Stopford) boarded Waterwich. and a gc when I left to start to earn some- days elapse 
withm a short period I was ordered to thing towards the family income. How- charged to 
rejoin King Alfred. Apparently. I had ever. I have always been grateful for Leave, 
been earmarked for an Acting Seaman the good grounding in the three R’s our We had 
Gunners course and that was the masters had given us, but 1 realised a months/ 


George Mcrrclt, Naval Airman 
1st Cass, L/F.976266, H.M.S. Ful¬ 
mar. Died August 2, 1961. 

Thomas Victor Oxley, Corporal, 
R.M.17590. 40th Commando, 
Royal Marines. Died August 7, 
1961. 

Thomas William llyrne. Acting 
Petty Officer, D/JX.I48.LU, H.M.S. 
Thermopylae. Died August II, 
1961. 

James Rov, Engineering Mech¬ 
anic 1st Class. P/KX.907795, 
H.M.S. Londonderry. Died August 
19. 1961. 

Frank Gordon Tourney. Fngi- 
nccring Mechanic 1st Class, 
P/K.980676, II.M.S. Verulam. 
Died September 4. 1961. 

Kenneth Petrie Scobbie. Junior 
Fnginccring Mechanic 1st Class 
058849. H.M.S. Ganges. Died 
September 5, 1961. 


I he Peak, Hong Kong, with the ubiquitous sampans in the harbour 


House purchase 


A simple way to raise the initial deposit money 
required for buying your own house. Make out a 
monthly allotment for the purchase of tenth issue 
national SAVINGS certificates. Here are some exam¬ 
ples of how your money grows by the purchase (by 
allotment) of 


CERTIFICATES 


If you allot per month £2 5s £3 £3 15s £4 ios 


You will have 
bought certificates 
which will now 
be worth about 


You will have 
bought certificates 
which will now 
be worth about 


You will have 
bought certificates 
which will now 
be worth about 


The interest earned on your Savings Certificates is free of Income 
Tax and does not havo to bo declared for Income Tax purposca 
Savings Certificates are State guaranteed. 

■■■ ■ ■ — - 

issued by //.Al. Forces Savings Conunittee. London S. W.7 
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NEPTUNE'S 
SCRAPBOOK 



Vice-Admiral Sir St. John Tynvhitl, 
lit., K.C.B., D.S.O., D.S.C.. and 

liar, ^vas promoted to Admiral to 
date September 9. 

Born in April. 1905. Admiral Tyr¬ 
whitt entered the R.N. College. 
Osborne, shortly after the I'irst 
World War. He had a long period of 
service in destroyers and was in com¬ 
mand ot H.M.S. Juno during the 
battle of Crete in 1941 when the 
ship was sunk. A year later he was 
awarded the D.S.C’. lor services in 
the Mediterranean and in 1943 he 
was awarded the D.S.O. lor opera¬ 
tions against Rommel’s supply lines. 
He received a bar to his D.S.C. lor 
his pari in the Salerno landings. 

Service since the war includes Cap¬ 
tain (I)) Training Flotilla; with the 
British Joint Services Mission in 
Washington; Naval Assistant to the 
Second Sea Lord; Mag Officer. 
I lotillas. Indian Navy and Chief of 
Stall to the Commandcr-in-Chief. 
Allied Forces, Mediterranean. 

Admiral Tyrwhitt has been a 
1 ord Commissioner of the Admir¬ 
alty. Second Sea Lord and Chief of 
Naval Personnel since December. 
1959 . Me was appointed a K.C.B. 
in the New Year Honours. 1961, 


? is at present Commander of the 3rd 
Commando Brigade. Royal Marines. 


i 


THE RHINO-FERRY SOON HAD 
THE TANKS ASHORE 

‘Hotel Meon worth a five 

star grading’ 


Colonel F. II. Clifford. R.M., has 
. been appointed a Royal Marine Aide- 
dc-Camp to the Queen in succession to 
Colonel R. D. Houghton. O.B.E.. 
M.C.. with effect from September 4 . 


H.M.S. Alcrl (Commander G. Y. 
Temple. R.N.I. the Commander-in- 
chief’s Mag Frigate in the Far Fast, 
commissioned on Ammst 10. 


Rear-Admiral J. C. C. llenlcy is to 
become Mag Officer Royal Yachts in 
succession to Vice-Admiral I*. Daw- 


nav. C.B.. 

pointment 

1962. 


M.V.O., D.S.C.. 
to take effect in 


the ap- 
January. 




Brigadier N. II. Tally our. D.S.O. 
and Bar. R.M.. is to be promoted to 
Major-Cicneral and appointed to M.Q. 
Plymouth Group. Royal Marines, as 
Major-General Royal Marines, Ply¬ 
mouth. with effect from February 19. 
1962. 

Brigadier Tailyour was commis¬ 
sioned in the Royal Marines in 
January. 1933. He was awarded the 
D.S.O. for gallant service while scar¬ 
ing with the 21st Army Group in 
North-West Furopc. and the Bar to 
his D.S.O. for action in Cyprus whilst 
commanding 45 Commando. R.M. He* 


Rear-Admiral Joseph Charles 
Cameron Henley was born in April. 
1909. and entered the Royal Navy as 
a special entry cadet in September. 
1927. from Sherborne School. He 
qualified in gunnery in 1935. 

Promoted to captain in June. 1951. 
he was appointed in command of the 
Gunnery School. Dcvonporl. in 
August of that year. He assumed 
command of H.M.S. Defender while 
1 she was on the Far Fast Station in 
February. 1954. In December. 1955. 
he was appointed Chief Staff Officer 
to the Admiral. British Joint Services 
Mission in Washington and two years 
later became Director of the R.N. 
Statf College. Greenwich. 

Rcar-Admir.il Henley has been 
Chief of Stalf to the Commander-in- 
Chief. Mediterranean, since May. 
1959. 

• • • 

Capt. J. B. Iloll. B.Sc.. A.M.I.E.E.. 
Royal Navy, relieved Capt. R. L. 
Clock*. M.I.E.E., Royal Navy, as 
Commanding Officer, H.M.S. Ariel, 
the Air Electrical School, Lee-on- 
Solent, on September 22. 


A NEW ship’s company can lie likened fo the proverbial "curate’s egg.’’ 

When H.M.S. Meon, together with H.M.S. Striker (towing a "Rhino 
Ferry”), steamed from the delights (?) of Bahrain towards Kuwait, the "powers 
that he’’ on board Meon must have wondered into what ratio the "good” and 
"bad” parts would fall. It can be safely said that Menu’s "egg” can be 
stamped "Grade 1.” 

Despite the entirely new ship’s com- beach reconnaissance team was sent to 
pany having had little time to practise suivey a beach which it was hoped 
the intricacies of "action stations.” ; would be suitable lor H.M.S. Striker, 
“defence stations”—and all stations to a landing ship tank, to beach on. So 
Kuwait—when the alarm bells sounded the lir>t Biitish forces ashore in Kuwait 
in earnest, each man moved to hi* were some Jolly J.ieks led by a Sub- 
respective post with a speed that hadn’t Lieutenant (S.D.) (P.R.). Unfortu- 
been seen on board since the day that a nately the beach was found to he quite 
dhow, complete with several bikini- impossible so ihe two ships forced on 
clad beauties, sailed close to Meon • to the entrance to the port of Shiiwaikh 
while she lay at anchor in the khor which is in the town of Kuwait itself. 
Kaliya at Bahrain. ' Again the beach recce team, this 

Amongst the ship’s company, the time led by the Captain. AAV. Squad- 
news that our presence was required at ron. went in to examine the possibili- 
Kuwait was received with mixed feel- tics in the port, hut they were severely 
ings. The "un-blooded” youngsters hampered by the over-keenness of the 
talked of action at last, and remarked Kuwaiti guards, who were everywhere 
on the chance of a medal to wear on and very anxious to stop anyone from 
iheir breasts. The elder brethren going anywhere. Finally an ex-Chicf 
amongst us saw the whole situation as Pelt) Officer. R.N.. who works in the 
a diabolical Admiralty plot to dispose port, came to their rescue and shortly 
of as many sailors as possible, thus afterwards, equipped with identiu 
saving the Treasury the cost of pen- passes and interpreter, the party were 
sions and gratuities paid in fuU. 1 he able to discover once more that the 
"in bet weens." a little world-wise, and one small beach in the area was unsuit- 
not yet entitled to feign to be embit- \ able for Striker; but it could be used 
tered like the oldsters, saw it as an S by the Rhino Ferry, 
action to prove to the rest of the world I his is a truly remarkable man-o- 
that Britain would and could keep her war consisting of a number of steel 
word, once it was given. Each of us cells bolted together to form a very 
gave thought to the folks at home, and large raft. Button a couple of very out- 
hoped they would not worry unduly, si/e outboard motors on one end and 
The journey to Kuwait was unevent- you have a self-propelled platform for 
fill—the visibility atrocious the hand fcriying the heaviest tanks and vehicles 
of Allah having provided a shcnial for with ease. It’s big and it’s solid, 
our discomfort. For the uninitiated a "Rhino" is light. 
shem.il is a warm, sand-carrying wind 


which shuts down visibility almost 
completely. Those on watch in exposed 
positions called it by every name but 
its true Arabic one. 

FIRST ASHORE 


TANKS I.ANDEI) 

Striker anchored as close to this 
beach as she could and in a matter of 
an hour and a half the Rhino, manned 
by Royal Marines of the AAV Squad- 
1 ron Naval Beach Unit, had ferried a 
Having arrived oil Kuw.iit :he >hipA half-squadron of tanks of the 3rd 


Dragoon Guards ashore, and they had 
rumbled oil to take up their positions 
facing Kassem country. The Rhino 
then bore away to sea. shunted h\ 
some of Striker’s landing craft, to help 
H.M.S. Bulwark land the vehicles of 
42 Commando. We heard that the 
Rhino crew worked all night on this 
and still came up smiling to face the 
roasting dawn and another full day’s 
work. 

A mixed landing party of "volun¬ 
teers” from Meon. seamen, stokers ami 
the nameless "miscellaneous ones." 
went inshore, grimly determined, at 
about 1900 and found themselves 
humping stores until 0200. 

THE GTESTS ARRIVE 

The action which the youngsters 
ciavetl was not forthcoming and next 
day. Sunday. Meon found herself nos¬ 
ing in through the narrow channel 
leading into the port and tying up at 
an alongside berth, to wait foi "no 
one knew what." In fact what our role 
was to be soon became clear. Apait 
from the heavy trallic to and fro of 
communications Meon being the ouh 
communications network in existence 
at the time, we were soon inundated 
with guests . . . the bu//. had got 
around that there was cold water on 
hoard, that the N.A.A.IM. had ice¬ 
cream. there was cold beer, until sup¬ 
plies ran dangerously low; and weais 
soldiers could get a shower, even see 
a cinema show on the quarterdeck. 
Hospitalitv was unlimited never had 
there been such unity between the 
"pongos" and the "matelots.” 

One paratroop olliccr summed up 
the situation admirably—"the Hotel 
Meon is worth a live-star grading in 
any A.A. guide." was his comment. 
Thus was the old adage borne out 
"they also serve, who only stand and 
wait.” 

Our guess arrived weary, sand 
sprayed and lootsorc. They departed 
refreshed, both the inner and outer 
man —mentally and bodily revitalised 

to return to their units at the front, 
perhaps to spread the rumour that 
"Jack has it cushy." This was dis¬ 
proved when later on the air condition¬ 
ing fell over repeatedly, owing to the 
presence of myriads of minute min¬ 
nows. or their Arab equivalent, in the 

(Continued on page 9. column 3) 
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Send your Gifts 

through Bernards 

BERNARDS provide a comprehensive Gift Service whereby a 
customer's choice of gifts may be delivered in the United Kingdom 
on any date desired, accompanied by personal messages or greet¬ 
ing cards, while delivery can also be made anywhere else in the 
world, but specific dates cannot be assured for such deliveries. 

Bernard’s new Gift List (now being sent to all account customers) 
contains a wide choice of gifts by well-known manufacturers—36 
pages of interesting gift suggestions for everyone in the family and 
friends as well. 

Where it is preferred not to pay cash, the cost of orders may be 
charged to a credit account for settlement by Admiralty Allotment, 
Banker’s Order or a Post Office Savings Bank remittance. No 
charge is made for credit terms. 

Orders may be placed or purchases made at any Bernard branch 
or through Head Office, and the Gift Service is available right 
through the year. A copy of the gift list and full details of Bernard's 
comprehensive service will gladly be given on request at a branch 
or through Head Office. 

Not just at Christmas, but right through the year, make a point 
of sending YOUR GIFTS THROUGH BERNARDS. 

C. H. BERNARD & SONS LTD. 

ANGLIA HOUSE, HARWICH, ESSEX.. 

- * ,W I : v j ' 

Branches at Portsmouth, Dcvonporl, Weymouth, Poniard, Falmouth. Chatham, Deal, 
Harwich. Grimsby, Skegness. Dunfermline. Helensburgh, \Gibra!tar,\ Slicma \ and 
Vallcta. Malta. Also at Lossiemouth, Arbroath. Abbotsinch. Brcwdy, Culdrose. 
Lympstone , Corsham. and at H.M.S. Dolphin. 
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lAJhaf he wante 

WATNE VS. BROWN ] 


Watneys Brown . . . the velvet-smooth 
answer to a desert-dry thirst. No wonder 
it's the most popular brown ale in the 
country! Try a glass yourself. Today. 


sea snakes, which breed ar 
their skins on the offshore 
one ease, a small high-water 
encountered, filled with at 


BARBECUES, DANCES, SPORT.. . AND SURVEY 


H.M.S. Cook crew 
introduce rugby to 
New Hebrides 


T ill- survey vessel. H.M.S. Cook 
(Commander J. Paton. R.N.), an¬ 
chored in Vila. New Hebrides, on the 
evening of Sunday. July 2. The main 
purpose of the visit was to enable the 
commanding officer to attend a meet¬ 
ing of the New Hebrides Hydrogra¬ 
phic Committee to decide on priorities 
of survey work in the Islands and to 
agree on the respective responsibilities 
of the British and French navies. 

During the three-day visit, the little 
town produced a wonderful pro¬ 
gramme of sport and entertainment for 
the ship, including a first-class barbe¬ 
cue supper with unlimited beer and 
native dancing for the Ship's Com¬ 
pany. All the usual sports were 
played, but the rugby game was 
unique, being the first at Vila within 
living memory. The ship played a 
mixed team of Fijians and Europeans, 
and were beaten, though not dis¬ 
graced. in a game which evoked 
great interest and enthusiasm from the 
New Hebridean natives. It is under¬ 
stood that plans arc now well in hand 
for the foundation of the Vila Rugby 
Football Club. 

Among the official ceremonies was 
the laying of a wreath at the war 
memorial, and for this ceremony 
guards were paraded by the British 
constabulary, the French constabulary, 
and by the ship. 


CHANGE OF PLANS 
The ship sailed for Suva on 


the 


- ww^, **«•*«« » ' • • III' 

evening of Wednesday. July 5. The fol 
lowing day. however, plans were dis¬ 
rupted by the necessity for an imme¬ 
diate operation on N1.(E.)I Hampson. 
suffering from acute appendicitis, and 
the ship had to put into l.uganville 
(Santo Island), sailing again imme- 


British constable with H.M.S. 

Cook’s wreath at the war memorial 

at Vila 

diatcly the operation was over. It is 
understood that Hampson would have 
been very ill indeed had there been 
any delay in operating. 

After subsequent calls at Suva, dur¬ 
ing which much needed maintenance 
was carried out on the ship, she sailed 
for surveys on the north coast of 
Venua Lcyu on Monday. July 17. The 
commanding officer had learned that 
the Fijian chiefs of Malhuato Pro- 


Some of the ship’s company of 1I..M.S. Cook after the Fijian welcome 


vincc. which covers the north-western 
parts of Venua Levu, wished to wel¬ 
come the ship in the traditional way. 

As by custom a ship is not allowed 
to anchor, let alone land anyone, with¬ 
out the proper protocol, it was clearly 
necessary to proceed to Naduri. the 
provincial centre, first, before starting 
work along the coast. 

The ship was met off the village by 
an outboard-engined canoe, loaded to 
the gunwales with several Fijian 
chiefs and the commanding officer’s 
herald (or Matanivanua). who was to 
speak for him during the subsequent 
ceremonies, the first of which took 
place on the quarterdeck. The com¬ 
manding officer was presented with 
two Tambua or whale’s teeth; one 
which signified permission to anchor 
would have been brought out in the 
old days by swimmers, and the other 
gave permission to land. He then pro¬ 
ceeded ashore, with about 50 of the 
Ship's Company for the Yaqona 
Vakaturaga and Wasc Ni Yaqona. the 
Chiefly mixing, presentation and drink¬ 
ing of Yangona or Kava. T his was fol¬ 
lowed by many Mckcs or dances ac¬ 
companied by singing. 

WOMEN WILL DESERT! 

A leader of the dancers was the 
aged but spry wife of the Methodist 
minister, who encouraged the male 
band of singers to greater efforts by 
the adjuration, translated to the com¬ 
manding officer as “You'd better sing 
louder and better than that, or we 
women will all desert you and go out 
to the ship." The function ended with 
the presentation of presents of ban¬ 
anas. coconuts, vegetables and a giant 
live turtle. 


and change 
islets; in 
pool was 
at least two 


Native dancers at the barbecue 
held at Vila for .ship’s company of 
II.M.S. Cook 

dozen of these creatures, swimming 
and crawling on the rocks around, 
and care was necessary to avoid tread¬ 
ing on them. 

Naduri was visited on July 29 anil 
30. In view of the very high and signal 
honour they had done the ship, it was 
decided to invite the chiefs and people 
on board. The commanding officer and 
officers entertained the Ratus (chiefs). 
Bulis (headman), the Roko Tui and 
their wives to a reception at midday on 


quarterdeck and departed happy and 
still singing. 

In the evening the Ship's Company 
were entertained at an "Island Night." 
preceded by an entertainment by the 
District Scouts. Guides. Cubs and 
Brownies, given by the light of an im¬ 
mense camp lire which the command¬ 
ing officer had the honour to light for 
them. It was an unforgettable enter¬ 
tainment of Fijian songs and Mckes. 
ending with the singing of all of “God 
Save the Queen.’’ 

The dance which followed epito¬ 
mised island music, song and joic ilc 
vivre at their unsophisticated best, and 
was a fitting end to a memorable even¬ 
ing. The ship returned to the survey 
area on Monday. July 31. 

H.M.S. Cook is considered, un- 
ollieially, in the islands to be Her 
Majesty’s Fijian Ship Cook. Wherever 
she goes she gives rise to much in¬ 
terest and pleasure and the Ship’s 
Company arc greeted as old friends 
and royally entertained. Most of the 
Ship's Company had never been to 
some of the islands before, but it was 
most appreciated that a great fund 
of good will has been built up in pre¬ 
vious commands a great compensa¬ 
tion for the somewhat lonely, and cer¬ 
tainly arduous, task undertaken by the 
ship. 


II.M.S. Cook firing a salute at Vila, New Hebrides 
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The commanding officer then made 
a speech of thanks and presented a 
ship's plaque as a token of apprecia¬ 
tion of this great honour. Luckily they 
were able, without embarrassment, to 
present the turtle back for the Mckc 
performers to enjoy. After this most 
memorable and moving occasion, the 
first lieutenant took the ship to an 
anchorage off Malau Jetty (Labassa). 
while the commanding officer travelled 
up by road to Labassa to lunch with 
Mr. R. V. Lister. Commissioner 
Northern and the Fijian Roko Tui 
Macuata (or Provincial Governor). 

SEA SNAKES 

..The ship spent the following week¬ 
end at Labassa. having previously 
landed a survey party of two officers 
and 15 ratings at Visogo. At Labassa 
again a full programme of enter¬ 
tainment and sport was enjoyed and 
the Ship’s Company were received 
with the greatest kindness and hos¬ 
pitality. At the survey area, marking 
parties encountered some trouble with 


: Saturday, and in the afternoon the 
ship was open to visitors. Most of 
these were children, some 200 of 
them, and the ship's boats were kept 
hard at it to keep pace with the 
crowds arriving on the jetty. They all 
enjoyed themselves, and after tea in 
the dining hall they satv- songs on the 


FOOD 

FOR 

THOUGHT 

A LTHOUGH all officers arc con¬ 
versant with the pay due to them 
in respect of their rank and service— 
and equally conversant with the 
apparent ease with which it disap¬ 
pears-the complexities of the naval 
pay system, amounts of Retired Pay 
and Gratuities. Forces’ Family Pen¬ 
sions. etc., are such that most officers 
are more than a little hazy regarding 
them. 

A booklet will shortly be available 
which gives guidance—in plain, 
straightforward language—on these 
and other subjects. 

Written by Instructor Lieut.-Com¬ 
mander S. G. Clarke. Royal Navy, 
and called "Food for Thought." the 
book gives a short account of the 
Gratuities. Retired Pay. Commutation 
of Retired Pay. and details of Officers’ 
Organisations which are the vital con¬ 
cern of every serving Naval Officer. 

Published by Messrs. C. H. 
Bernard and Sons. Ltd., of Harwich, 
the book will be available shortly 
and will, it is certain, prove of inesti¬ 
mable value to all those for whom it 
is written. 


‘EVERYTHING FOR THE NURSERY— 
EXCEPT THE BABY * 

AGENTS FOR 

Silver Cross, Wilson, Royale, Marmet, Montford, Tansad, etc. 


6 UY YOUR PRAM AND NURSERY 
NEEDS BY NAVAL ALLOTMENT 


SPECIAL CONCESSIONS OFFERED 
TO SENIOR SERVICE FAMILIES 

BABY-WORLD 

6 Grove Road South, Sputhsca 
(Phone: Ports 26316) 

WHEN YOU NEED PRAMS AND 
NURSERYWARE—YOU NEED US 


BABY-LAND 

>03-5 Copner Road. Portsmouth 
(Phone: Ports 64124) 
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mcnt anil Press interest. Especially 
generous hospitality was extended by 
the London unit of the R.N.V.S.R. 
which started a close link with the 
German Bundcsmarinc after the dis¬ 
bandment of the British Rhine and 
Elbe Squadrons where they did so 
much of their unpaid training. 


.iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii:iiiii;iiiir,iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii!iiiiiiii:ii:ii:ii:iniiiiH 


‘RESPONSIBILITY 
IS ALL MINE’ 


(BY AYCHARBEE) 

O N the twenty-first of this month occurs the 156th anniversary of the Battle 
of Trafalgar and the death of England’s greatest sea captain. Admiral 
Lord Nelson. In ships and establishments throughout the world the toast. “To 
the Immortal Memory of Admiral Lord Nelson and his comrades.” will be 
honoured. In Royal Naval Associations functions are always arranged to com¬ 
memorate the great victory over the combined French and Spanish fleets. 

At a time like the present, when 


The German Navy’s Sail Training Ship Gorch Fock visited London in September with 140 German 

on board. The Commanding Officer is Capt. W. Krhardt 


cadets 


German training ship visits London 

THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE FOR 
PRACTICAL TRAINING 

A WELCOME visitor to the Pool of spotless white and all her gear neatly 
l^indon in September was the stowed, aroused much favourable com- 
German Sail Training Ship Gork Fock, 


there is so much unrest throughout 
the world, nation against nation, man 
against man. it is opportune to recall 
one of the greatest attributes of Lord 
Nelson. It is that sense of responsi¬ 
bility -responsibility to his God. his 
King and his country responsibility 
to the Navy in which he served and to 
the officers and men he commanded. 

From his early youth this sense of 
responsibility had been apparent in 
the future Lord Nelson, and the more 
senior in rank he became, the more the 
honours were given to him. the more 
he appreciated that the added praises 
brought added responsibilities, and he 
never, for one instant, forgot that those 
responsibilities were to his God. his 
King and his country. 

If only those in power in the world 
today would realise the responsibility 
they have to the rest of the world, then 
the world would not be in the parlous 
condition it is. 

To come back to Lord Nelson; his 
sense of responsibility to the trust im¬ 
posed on him could not better be 
stated that he did himself in a letter 
to Lord Melville, then l irst Lord of 
the Admiralty. 

On February 14. 1805, he wrote: 
"Feeling, as I do. that 1 am entirely re¬ 
sponsible to my King and country for 
the whole of my conduct. I find no 
difficulty at this moment when I am so 
unhappy at not finding the French 
fleet, nor having obtained the smallest 
information where they are. to lay be¬ 
fore you the whole of the reasons 
which induced me to pursue the line 
of conduct I have done. 

"I have consulted no man. therefore 
the whole blame of ignorance in form¬ 
ing my judgment must rest with me. I 
would allow no man to take from me 
an atom of glory had I fallen in with 
the French fleet, nor do I desire any 
man to partake of any of the respon¬ 
sibility. All is mine, right or wrong: 
therefore 1 shall now state my reasons, 
after seeing that Sardinia. Naples and 
Sicily were safe, for believing that 
Egypt was the destination of the 


French fleet; and at this moment of 
sorrow 1 still feel that I have acted 
right.” 

Then follows Lord Nelson’s reasons. 
He goes on to say: ”.. . and therefore, 
my lord, if my obstinacy or ignorance 
is so gross. I should be the first to re¬ 
commend your superseding me.” 

RESPONSIBILITY ACCEPTED 

You will notice that there is no idea 
of "passing the buck”; there was a job 
of work to be done and Lord Nelson. ; 
after weighing up the pros and cons. I 
had decided on a course of action. 
The responsibility was his and he 
accepted it fully. 

All of us should have this sense of 
trust ever before us. Wealth, rank, 
honours, all carry responsibilities. We 
arc responsible, each to each, to our 
messmates, our neighbours, our ships, 
our country and to the world at large. 

This sense of responsibility has 
always been apparent in the Royal 
Navy. Without it there would be no 
Royal Navy. May the leaders in the 
world also realise that unless each and 
every one has this sense of responsi¬ 
bility to his country and to the world, 
there will be no world worth living in. 

Victory players 
revived 

T HE Victory Players, who this year 
could not put on a show because 
of lack of support, has been re-formed 
and. in view of the considerable 
interest being shown, it is hoped to be 
able to produce a show next March 
which will rival the outstanding suc¬ 
cess of the cITort two years ago — 
“Dandy Dick.” by Sir Arthur Pinero. 

There was an attendance of 26 at the 
first meeting of the Players which elec¬ 
ted Inst. Licut.-Cdr. F. C. Christie as 
chairman and Lieut. D. A. F. Parsons 
as secretary. 

Weekly play readings arc taking 
place and will continue during the 
autumn term 


first German warship to sail up the 
Thames since before the war. A three- 
masted barque, she was built in Ham¬ 
burg in 1958 to replace the three ships 
in service with the Rcichsmarinc before 
the war, since the Germans have 
always felt that there is no substitute 
for a gruelling practical training in 
seamanship, even more so in this tech¬ 
nical age, and that advances in equip¬ 
ment and methods will never relieve the 
Seaman officer of his professional duty 
to bring his ship safely through any 
weather. • 

I he cadets spend three months on 
their basic training on board, includ¬ 
ing two months away on cruise. 

The old Gorch Fock, named after a 
famous North-German poet who died 
at sea during the Great War, is still in 
service with the Russian Navy as the 
Tovaritch. though she has not been 
seen on such extended cruises as the 
Germans used to take her on. The 
Horst Wcsscl has become the Ameri¬ 
can Coastguard training ship Eagle, 
and the Albert Leo Schlagctcr the 
Portuguese Sagres. 

SPOTLESS WHITE DECKS 
The visit to London from 7 to 14 
September was the climax of a two- 
month cruise to the Canary Islands and 
back with 180 officer cadets on board. 
The cadets, wearing square rig. were 
very well received all over the capital, 
in symbolic contrast to their Panzer 
comrades in Wales who have been the 
subject of so much controversy. 

Both the cadets, and the ship herself 
when open to visitors with her decks 

RHINO-FERRY 
AT KUWAIT 

(Continued from page 7, column 5) 
water intakes. Our visitors found then 
that life in one Her Majesty’s ships in 
the Persian Gulf can be pretty deadly 
when the air conditioning is “jinxed.” 

MIXED CARGOES 
Meanwhile the remainder of the 
ships of the A.W. Squadron. Striker. 
Parapet. Bastion. Redoubt, were 
scurrying as fast as they could between 
Kuwait and Bahrain, emulating the 
“dirty British Coasters” immortalised 
in the poem—only their mixed cargoes 
were of tanks, shells, stores, beer U» 
most important commodity and morale 
raiser), armoured cars, jeeps and a 
multitude of miscellaneous necessities 
for the Army, the Navy and the Air 
Force. 

As we lay alongside the jetty, the 
"mysteries of the East" were nowhere 
in evidence; we knew only the intense 
heat, the flies, wind-blown sand, no 
leave owing to the political situation, 
and the pitying looks of the Arab dock 
labourers as wc strained at the tug-of- 
war rope, or did battle on the deck 
hockey field (a sandy waste alongside 
the ship) or as wc sat in the heat of 
the sun. getting brown for leave that 
was still a long, long way away—a 
living evidence that "mad dogs and 
Englishmen" still act as Noel Coward 
portrayed them. 


Captain Erhardt. who has had com¬ 
mand for the whole two-and-a-half- 
year commission, was not allowed to 
sail down the Thames except under 
power of his 800 h.p. diesel engine, but 
he sent the cadets aloft while at the 
moorings below* Tower Bridge and set 
all twenty-three sails in a thrilling sail¬ 
ing display. The two liaison officers 
embarked were at the time keeping an 
anxious watch on the stern buoy, in 
view of the force 4 wind from the 
I starboard quarter. 


Two London recruiting officers for the Royal Marines are believed to be the 
last serving men who enlisted in the Royal Marine Light Infantry (the "Red") 

and the Royal Marine Artillery (the "Blue”) 

They are Recruiting Officer Herbert II. Harris. R.M., of Burgess Hill, former 
light infantryman, and Recruiting Officer Alfred G. F. Fatwell. R.M., of 
Reading, once a Corps gunner. The distinction between the two types of 

Royal Marines was abolished in 1923 

The recruiting office where these two officers interview potential recruits is 
the Discovery, Capt. Scott’s old ship, lying off the Victoria Embankment. 
Both have lively memories of the Navy of 40 years ago 
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BONUSES UP AGAIN 
for 

ENDOWMENT ASSURANCES 

Bonuses increased for fifth successive year. 

No shareholders; all profits belong to 
policyholders. Quotations from: 

W. Dudley Steyn 

374. London Rd., Portsmouth Tc'. 60551 

MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 


73-76 Kinc William Street. London. E.C.4 
Assets £400.000.000 


Telephone MAN\ion House 2431 
Established 1849 


HOW ABOUT A NEW 
OVERCOAT NOW 

TAILORED 
FOR YOU 
IN LONDON? 


Overcoats, suits, leisure clothes, 
shoes, shirts, and, of course, uniforms; 
Willerbys provide all these and first- 
class service to go with the quality 
i of the tailoring . . . and you 

jf can pay by allotment if you wish. 

Our Naval Managers visit your 
ship or shore station regularly — or 
if you’re a native, they'd be glad 
to call and see you at home. If you’d 
like to know more about Willerbys, 
sec either Mr. Dunkin, Mr. Guttridgc 
or Mr. Coughlan when they’re next 
on board. Alternatively, drop us a 
line or call in at any of our branches. 
We shall be pleased to let you have 
a folder giving details of Willerbys 
special service for men in the Service. 


you get the best clothes of all at 


WILLERBYS 


y by allotment if you wish 

28-30 Oxford Street • London W1 

82 Roy^P^ads.-Pbnttuth. -4 „. 41 Gordon Street. Glasgow 

Commercial Road. Portsmouth | 12 North Bridge. Edi 


5 London Road. North End, Portsmouth 
228 High Street. Chatham 
20 Above Bar, Southampton 


nburgh 

52 Commercial Street. Dundee 
20 High Street. Belfast 
253 Main Street, Gibraltar 


AND BRANCHES THROUGHOUT BRITAIN 
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ready forward, and though they 
. politely declined the inevitable offer 
! of sips of naval rum. the Ibans ate 
heartily, and a comrade-hip was soon 
established between the-c two widely 
differing units of the Commonwealth 
Forces. Were a prize to be offered for 
the largest or most awc-in-piring tat¬ 
toos present, it would be difficult to 
judge between I ban and sailor. 


Leeds men in 


First Destroyer Squadron 
returns home 

TWO OFF TO 
GHANA 


From the jungle to the 

‘deeps’ 

TACTICIAN 
TAKES IBANS 
TO SEA T 


H .M. Submarine Tactician (Lieut¬ 
enant-Commander C. I!. Gibson. 
R.N.) recently took an officer and 
seven men of the Sarawak Hangers to 
sea off Singapore. 

I he Sarawak Rangers are recruited 
from the primitive I ban Tribe of 
Sarawak. I hey have recently been 
formed into a unit of the British Army 
and stationed in Malaya. The men are 
>oung. well-built, very tit and are 
superlative trackers in the jungle. Their 
jungle upbringing enables them to 
sustain life on wild edible foods in 
comparative comfort lor long periods. 

After his service as a British soldier 
I- over the lhan man return- to his 
n dlage a prosperous and valuable 
leader in In- nation's progre-s to civil- 
i-ation. lie will certainly he able to 
a fiord to buy a large outboard motor 
.md other a uenities which give physi¬ 
cal sign of his advancement. 

Although it w.i- an unusually cold 
morning, and both the crew anil the 
lhan- were feeling the cold when the 
-ftbmarine -lipped, the latter sccucd 
very much at home alloat. Ue-pite 
being smartly turned out in British 


Army jungle green, these soldiers 
know the rivers well back home in 
Sarawak because, flowing past their 
famous long houses, they provide the 
only means of transport and communi¬ 
cation. 

As fishermen they were surprised to 
see the "kclung-"—the fish traps of 
bamboo construction with suspended 
nets—placed close to both shores of 
the Johorc Straits, when any thinking 
fellow know- that the best place to 
catch fish is in midstream where the 
tide is strongest. However, they saw 
the need to allow this submarine at 
least an unrestricted access to her base. 

Once below*, the Ibans were shown 
around the submarine and then made 
welcome in all the various messes. 

Tactician was on a routine train¬ 
ing exercise, and soon dived after 
reaching open water. Passing mer¬ 
chantmen and heavily laden tankers 
provided realistic targets for the crew 
to practi-c dummy attacks, and for 
Ibans to sight through the periscopes. 
I hen they li-tencd on the earphones 
to the noise of propellor beats which 
give the position of surface ships to 
a submarine at a long distance, jn-t as 
the crackling of a twig in the jungle 
would reveal the presence of a man to 
a silent listener. 

Dived a- deep as the Strait- would 
allow, the Iban- tried their hand at 
controlling the submarine, operating 
hydroplane- with considerable skill, 
under the careful eye of the -camcn 
on watch. Meanwhile, dinner was 


II.M. Submarine Tactician about 
to proceed to sea with her guests 


O N September 14 the First De¬ 
stroyer Squadron. II.M. Ships 
Solehay. Finistcrrc, Saintes and Cam- 
perdown. returned to the United King¬ 
dom after 11 months abroad. 

Saintes arrived a little ahead of 
schedule, having rushed at 26 knots 
through a force 8 gale in the Bay with 
a case of acute appendicitis. 

I hree of the ships came more or less 
straight from the Persian Gulf where 
the Kuwait “crisis" brought them dan¬ 
gerously near to missing their "arrive 
home" date. 

It was in the Persian Gulf that the 
-hip*- company of Saintes opened the 
new-papers one day to read that it was 
Solebay. and not Saintes. which was in 
the Gulf. They looked at each other 
with wild surprise, for they knew well 
that Solehay (gallant and respected 
leader) was carrying out some pretty 
exhaustive research into the fleshpots 
of Venice, whil-t they, themselves, 
perspired in temperatures of 105 
degrees plus. 

Conditions in the Gulf were far from 
pleasant for ships without air condi¬ 
tioning. Temperatures varied from 
about 93 degrees to HW degrees in the 
shade (if any could he found), whilst 
engine-room ratings dared not look at 
their thermometer. 


. 


The routine of! Kuwait was a spell 
in a bombardment berth covering the 
road from Basra to Kuwait City, fol¬ 
lowed by a couple of days with Cen¬ 
taur and then a short lay-ofl in Bah¬ 
rein. where all hands went ashore to 
bathe in the air-conditioned swimming 
pool in which they just managed to 
drag the temperature down to eighty. 

Generally speaking, it was more 
pleasant to lie close inshore at Kuwait 
and receive the 109 degrees dry desert 
wind, than go out into the centre of 
the Gulf to a damp 95 degrees. 

The one factor that kept morale 
high in the Squadron was the know- 
; ledge that home and families were not 
long away. 

The First Destroyer Squadron now 
' commences its second "Home Leg." 
but as Solebay and Saintes will be os- 
! coning the Royal Yacht to Ghana in 
j November, what was once a Home 
Mediterranean General Service Com¬ 
mission will have turned into a Home 
i Mediterranean Last of Sue/ South At- 
! lantic one. 


'George* leaves 
the Service 

A bu: Seaman "George" Parker. 

who wa- given permission by 
Admrr.il ol* the Meet Furl Mount- 
hat ten to "fly” a copper hall at the 
j main mast of any -hip he served in. 
; will he leasing the Service in 
November aged 60 . 

His last ship. II.M.S. Campcrdown. 
returned to Dcvonport on September 
14. when "George" was carried ashore, 
on the shoulders of his messmates. 


DUE FOR LEAVE SOON ? 

FLY IN OR OUT 
MALTA AND GIBRALTAR 

« * o «’■> through 

B.A.S. (MALTA) LIMITED 

CASSAR& COOPER 

12 SOUTH STREET; VAtETTA* -MALTA 

Telephone C.24226 (5 Lines) Cable "Shipassurc^ Malta ** 
Aden's (or B.E.A. and all .ndependen: Companies 

Try our Easy Payment Plan 


I liesc four cheerful shipmates in H.M.S. Ark Royal. Britain’s biggest aircraft carrier, have one great tiling in 
common—the memory of their Yorkshire home-. Left to right, they arc Mechanical Lngincer Robert Bedford, of 
27 lladdon Place. Leeds, 4; Mechanical Engineer Ellis Charlcsworth. of 8 Angel Row. Rothwcll llaigli. near Leeds; 
Tactical Communications Operator Anthony Woods, of 5 Park Row Pool Road. Otlev. near Leeds; Mechanical 
Engineer Brian Waterloo, of 42 The Lane. Saxon Gardens. Lccd-. 9. Leeds adopted II.M.S. Ark Royal as its own 

Navy -hip in 1942 


Sixty years 
of H.M. Subs 

O CTOBER 2 marked the sixtieth 
anniversary of the launching at 
Barrow-in-Furness of the Royal 
Navy's first submarine. Holland I. 

The Admiralty bought the plans of 
the American Holland Boat in 1901 
and turned over the construction of 
five of these submarines to the 
Barrow firm of Vickers at a cost of 
£35.000 each. Today a conventional 
submarine costs at lea-t 12 . 000 . 000 . 

BRITAIN LEI) 

As stated in the Naval Estimates 
Debate at the time, the purpose ol 
the first live submarines was to evalu¬ 
ate the capabilities of the submarine . 
for coastal defence. Once at sea. how¬ 
ever. the Holland Boats and their im-! 
mediate successors (the British- i 
designed "A" Class) with a single 18- 
inch bow torpedo demonstrated that 
they packed a strategical punch out of 
all proportion to their diminutive size. 
This resulted in such rapid expansion! 
of the submarine branch of the Royal 
Navy that bv 1910 Britain was lead- j 
ing the world in submarine de-ign and 
numbers in service, despite her late 
start behind the Americans and the 
French. 

II.M.S. Dreadnought, the Navy’s 
first nuclear submarine, now aptly 
nearing completion at the same Bar- • 
row yard which built H.M. Sub-; 
marine No. 1 60 years previously, will 
have a displacement ol more than 30 
times that of the fir>t Holland Boat, i 


RICKWOODS 


*SHINE I.P.A. • LITTLE BRICKY • POMPEY XXXXX DARK ALE 
LIGHT BITTER ALE • ADMIRAL STOUT • BROWN BREW 
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hard work and fitness of the members. 

In addition, glaciological work was 
carried out on behalf of the British 
Glaciological Society. This included 
measuring the rate of recession and 
ablation (or melting) and also the 
speed at which the glacier is flowing. 

APPALLING CONDITIONS 

As a result of this work, sometimes 
carried out under appalling conditions, 
a far more accurate and detailed map 
than any hitherto produced has been 
made which shows that the snout of 


S TRUGGLING across a glacier by compass in the teeth of a blinding blizzard or standing for hours on end on 
isolated outcrops of rock overlooking a sheer drop of several thousands of feet whilst tilling in contours of a map 
may not be everyone's idea of a summer occupation, but this is how 30 young officers have been spending a month in 
Norway. 

The 1961 Royal Naval College’s ex¬ 
pedition decided to go to Norway 
again this year and chose the Jdstc- 
dalsbrccn ice-cap as the area for its 
operations. This glacier, the largest in 
Europe, covers nearly 600 square 
miles and its adjacent mountains in¬ 
clude the highest and most precipitous 
in all Scandinavia. 

Originally, the expedition was en¬ 
tirely Naval in composition, but its 
reputation has now spread such that 
representatives from the R.M. Aca¬ 
demy Sandhurst. R.E., Chatham, and 
R.A.F. Colleges at Cranwcll and 
Henlow were included in its numbers. 

This year the expedition was again 
led by Licut.-Cdr. N1. K. Burley. 

F.R.G.S., R.N., recently returned from 
the Antarctic in H.M.S. Protector. 

This was his third such expedition to 
Norway. 

The expedition was divided into 
four teams or 'Tires” to use the expedi¬ 
tion word. Two were employed on 
surveying duties whilst the other two 
were sherpa fires occupied on moun¬ 
tain. ice and snow work. Both sides 
exchanged duties during the course of 
the expedition so everyone had a good 
insight into everything that went on. 

CONSIDERABLE TASK 

The survey fires were led by Mr. 

M. B. Hosford. B.Sc., a science lec¬ 
turer at Dartmouth, and Lieut. G. J. 

Barr, R.N., a surveyor from H.M.S. 

Vidal. The aim was to survey some 40 
square kilometres of the Austcrdal 
Valley including the ice fall and 
glacier. This was a not inconsiderable 
task, especially as weighty theodolites 
and other equipment had to be car¬ 
ried up to and across the ice gap. The 
fact that the proposed survey was 
completed in entirety was due to the 


Climbing instruction on one of the 
lower "slopes’ 




the glacier has receded some one and 
a half miles since the last printed 
map. In addition, much other valu¬ 
able scientific data has been obtained. 

The two sherpa fires were under the 
leadership of Licut.-Cdr. M. K. Bur¬ 
ley. R.N.. and Lieut. J. N. A. Golds¬ 
worthy. R.M. Their first object was to 


get everyone competent to move 
around on skis with confidence. As 
soon as they had mastered the simple 
turns on the "nursery” slope on the 
ice cap, they were introduced to the 
1.000 ft. "advanced” slope which was 
then followed by extensive "langlauf” 
or cross-country marches by ski across 
the length and breadth of the ice cap. 

Not all were made in fine weather 
and several "langlaufs” were made by 
compass in dense cloud and blinding 
snow. This was done to introduce 
the glacier to the members in all its 
moods and to emphasise the dangers 
and hazards which may not be readily 
appreciated in fine weather. 

Instruction was also given in 
climbing, when several almost sheer 
rock faces were negotiated by every¬ 
one. and different means of absailing 
down by rope. Various types and 
forms of ice were investigated by the 
tires wearing crampons on their bools, 
when they were also able to practice 
crevasse rescue under simulated diffi¬ 
cult conditions. 

VISIBILITY TEN YARDS 

Each fire also made a long "lang- 
lauf” across the ice cap to visit a 
different region. Fire 1 under Licut.- 
Cdr. Malcolm Burley decided to visit 
Jdstcdal, after which the glacier is 
named and which involved a round 
trip of some 65 odd miles. The first 
day’s march was entirely by compass 
as visibility was down to ten yards in 
a bitter and prolonged snowstorm. 
When the far edge of the ice cap was 
eventually reached, the fire moved 
down below the cloud level and by 
coincidence completely startled a team 
from the Brathay Exploration Group 
who had a survey camp at this point 
when they were greeted in English in 
their camp at what they thought was 
the "end of the world.” They ex¬ 
plained that their base camp was down 
in one of the valleys. 

After a huge meal in a cafe in the 
nearest village. 11 miles farther on. 
the fire returned to the ice cap. A 


A view of the desolate region. The black mass in the background is about 
2,000 feet high, and above that is the snow-covered glacier falling down iust 
behind the figures as a slow-moving river of solid ice 


detour was made to ski over the 
"highest point” of the ice cap. and 
eventually returned to its mountain 
base at Austcrdalsbrcc. 

SHEER DROP OF 4,000 FEET 

Fire 4. led by Lieut. Jim Golds¬ 
worthy. decided to visit Fjaclland to 
the south. The start was in brilliant 
weather, but the second day found 
them moving by compass in dense 
cloud. The first attempt to get off the 
glacier brought them to the edge of a 
sheer vertical drop of 4.000 ft. from 
the ice cap to the valley below. After 
negotiating a series of deep crevasses, 
however, they were able to move off 
the ice and camped for the night on 
the mountain just below cloud level. 

As all the food had to be trans¬ 
ported by individuals up to the ad¬ 
vanced camps, it had necessarily to be 
very light in weight. For that reason, 
the basic diet consisted of porridge 
and tea for breakfast, two bars of 
chocolate for luncheon—there was 
seldom enough time to stop for a 
"brew.” In the evening, the main 
meal consisted of soup and a "hoosh” 
consisting of dehydrated cabbage, 
carrots, onions, peas and rice to 
which was added a "high fat” content 
bar. This diet, monotonous as it may 
have been, was quite ample from a 
calorific point and was augmented by 
sultanas (which usually were added 
to the porridge), cheese and the occa¬ 


sional* Army "compo” ration pack. 

NO INJURIES 

flic health of the members was ex¬ 
tremely good. There were no ailments 
or injuries of any note and despite 
living in wet clothes for days on end 
and sleeping in damp sleeping bags, 
there was not one ease of anyone 
catching cold; a testimony to their fit¬ 
ness. Certainly everyone is now back 
bursting with fitness. Several physio¬ 
logical tests were carried out on mem¬ 
bers for a report to the Medical Re¬ 
search Institute. 

The expedition returned (o Lon¬ 
don by air on September 8. and on 
return Licut.-Cdr. Burley said: 
"The whole expedition has un¬ 
doubtedly been a great success 
Everyone on the expedition has 
benefited from it enormously and 
returned litter, more self-assured 
and better able to look after him¬ 
self under prlni'tive and extreme 
conditions. As is so often the case, 
morale has been highest, as a re¬ 
sult of a sense of achievement, fol¬ 
lowing the more gruelling and 
biller experiences, for example after 
a cross-country Irek over the ice 
cap under blizzard conditions with 
visibility almost non-existent. I 
think I can speak for everyone in 
saying this has been a most pro¬ 
found. memorable and satisfying 
experience. 




Bride and groom leave the church 


Admiral at seaman’s wedding 


A BLE Seaman Ian Trevor Pugh, 
Walthamstow, has been married 
Mediterranean Fleet. 

His bride was Miss Anne Julie 
Fitzgerald, daughter of an Army war¬ 
rant officer serving in Germany. 

Their marriage at St. Luke's Church, 
which is attached to the island’s naval 
hospital, was quite a big occasion. 

Surgeon Rear-Admiral W. V. Beach, 
Medical Officer in charge of the hos¬ 
pital. was among the guests, and the 
bride was given away by Surgeon 
Capt. (D.) VV. I. N. Forrest, R.N., the 
officer in charge of the dental depart¬ 
ment. 


How can i save? 


whose home is at 89 Priory Court, 
in Malta to a Wren serving with the 


Wren Fitzgerald, now Pugh, is a 
dental surgery attendant. Surgeon Cdr. 
(D.) A. F. J. Smith, R.N., for whom 
she works, played the organ during 
the service, which was conducted by 
Navy Chaplain the Rev. Godfrey 
Bower. 

Her bridegroom is serving in the 
destroyer H.M.S. Diamond. They met 
while at Chatham. 

As the happy couple left the church 
they were given a big cheer by sailor 
patients mustered on the balconies of 
the hospital wards. 


wife would have received the whole £855 
immediately. You see, it’s a Savings 
Scheme and Life Insurance rolled into one. 

Supposing you hadn’t signed on Tor 22 years’ 
service ? * 

When I had done my nine years, as I had 
paid premiums for 7 years, 1 could have 
drawn £234 to help set me up in Civvy 
Street. Now, after 22 years’ service, I shall 
have the option of taking the 
£855* or if I don’t need the 
cash immediately, a pension 
of £172* a year when I retire 
from civilian work at 65. 

* For members oj the W.R.X.S. the 
Pension is £149 a year. 


Of course I try to. But niv pay’s not enough to 
save anything. 

That’s what 1 thought when I was your age 
until someone showed me the Progressive 
Savings Scheme. I only had to put aside £3 
a month by Naval allotment but when I leave 
the Service next year I can collect £855. 

Sounds too good to be true. Where’s the catch ? 

No catch. And if I had died at any time my 

Which will you take ? 




PROVIDENT 

LIFE 


I’m going for the pension because there’s 
another valuable right with it—I can get a 
cash advance for the full price of a new 
house. I’m all lined up for a job already, 
and with an extra pension to look forward 
to and the wife and family safe in our own 
home—well, it’s the kind of security we all 
want. 

How do you set about all this ? 

That’s easy. Ask the Provi¬ 
dent Life for details of the 
Progressive Savings Scheme. 


ASSOCIATION OF LONDON 
IIMITID • loundH 1177 


p — Send this coupon to 246 Bishopsgate, London, E.C.i' 
[ Please send details of the Progressive Savings Scheme 

I Name .... 

I 
I 
I 
I 


Address. 


Rating or Rank. 


Aoe next birthday. 


Officers spent holiday surveying 
largest glacier in Europe 

CROSS-COUNTRY TREKS UNDER 

BLIZZARD CONDITIONS 


;iiiiiiiiiiiiii;ii!ii!ii:iMii!r-* 


THIS IS TRULY 
DESOLATION 
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Arrangements arc in hand to hold a 
Trafalgar Day Dance and it is hoped 
that it will be well supported. Also in 
the diary of events is October 22 when 
Darlington will be represented at the 
Newcastle and Gateshead branch 
Standard Dedication ceremony. 

Mrs. V. Pemberton, chairman and 
secretary of the Ladies' Section, and 
a mainstay .in the organising of 
children's events, is now out of 
hospital and although still on an 
“uneven keel" is already taking a 
"trick at the wheel." 


NKW SERVING MEMBER 

The committee and members were 
delighted to hear from P.O. Mechanic 
; (E) C. W. Stephens, now serving in 
! H.M.S. Hartland Point on the Far Last 
| Station and his request for particulars 
: regarding the Royal Naval Associa¬ 
tion. also his desire to join the Darling¬ 
ton branch. He had read of the 
branch's activities in the Navy 
News. The necessary information has 
been sent to him and the members of 
the branch are looking forward to 
j meeting him on his return to the 
United Kingdom. 

This incident proves the value of the 
; Navy News as a link between the 
| serving man and his home town, and 
draws the attention of the serving man 
to the Royal Naval Association. Men 
now serving arc eligible for member¬ 
ship of the Association, and it is only 
through such men that the strength 
of the branches can be maintained. 


Such an occasion was the dedication 
of the Weymouth branch standard on 
September 10. The parade was led by 
the Royal Marine Hand of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief. Portsmouth, and in 
addition to members from Bridport. 
Portland. Beer. Blandford. Bridgwater. 
I rome. Plymouth. Truro. Twickenham. 
Yeovil. Portsmouth. Sherborne. Fal¬ 
mouth. Bristol. Torbay, Torrington. 
Southampton. Salisbury. St. Austell 
and Newton Abbot, a contingent of ac¬ 
tive Service personnel from ll.M.S. 
Osprey and also serving members of 
the W.R.N.S. of ll.M.S. Heron were 
present. Other cx-Scrvice associations 
which were represented were the Brit¬ 
ish Legion, the W.R.N.S. Association, 
the Weymouth ex R.A.F. and the Dor¬ 
set ex R.N. and R.M. Association. 

1 he parade started from Brunswick 
Terrace and marched the whole of 
Weymouth front and through St. 
I homas Street to Holy Trinity Church, 
where the dedication service was con¬ 
ducted by the Vicar, the Reverend 


IDc toill remember tljcm 

Shipmate Walter Shires. Social 
secretary of Hinckley branch. 

Shipmate Harry Onions. Mem¬ 
ber of Wolverhampton branch. 

Shipmate It. Kami. ! minder 
member and chairman of Isle of 
Wight branch. 

Shipmate Harold George Silves¬ 
ter. Member of West Ham branch. 


mateg Coe and Robinson—again very 'T'HE Hinckley Branch of the Royal 
deserving of this honour. -I Naval Association arc mourning 

The route of the parade, which no the unfortunate death of their social 
doubt will bring nostalgic memories to secretary. Shipmate Walter Shires, but 
“Gcordics" away from Newcastle, will their sadness is tinged with pride of 
ho Northumberland Street. Pilgrim 1 his gallantry. 

Street. Market Street. Grey Stret. Col-, Shipmate Shires and his 12-year-old 
lingwood Street and into the cathedral. • daughter Jeanette were bathing off 
After the dedication service the Blackpool's South Shore when heavy 
parade will march up Bigg Market.! waves swept Jeanette out to deep 
Newgate Street. Blackett Street, where! water. Her father, who was a strong 
the salute will be taken by Rear-1 swimmer, went to her aid. but after 
Admiral R. M. J. Hutton. C.B.. C.B.E.. • pushing her to shallow water and to 
and the Lord Mayor of Newcastle. The j safety lie collapsed and was swept back 
parade then goes back along Northum-' to sea. 

bcrland Road for a meal at the Drill j Two holiday-makers and two beach 
Hall, prepared by the wives of the patrolmen reached Shipmate Shires 
branch members. | and got him back to the beach where 

The parade will be led by the band artificial respiration was tried, but 
of the Royal Marines. Scottish Com- without success, 
mand. and they, in turn, will be led by Shipmate and Mrs. Shires and their 
Newcastle's three famous police horses, children were on a week's holiday in 
Members of the branch have waited Blackpool for the lirsl time in 16 
many years for this occasion, and they years. 

arc looking forward to it with consider- The sympathies of all the members 
able pleasure. Cdr. H. Row. R.D.. of the Hinckley branch and. indeed. 
R.N.R. (ret.), the popular president of of the whole association go out to the 
the branch, will be “mine host** for the . bereaved family and salute a brave 
afternoon. > man. 


THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 
Patron: H.M. The Queen 


NEW GROUND FOR DARLINGTON 

Guests were part of family 


T HE members of the Dailington branch of the Royal Naval Association 
broke new ground this past summer and the annual Childrens' Outing to 
Seaton Carew was enjoyed as much, if not more so. by the adults as by the 
children. 


I Ins year 32 children, of both sexes, 
from the local Children's Homes, were 
takcp as guests. No officials from 
either Home accompanied the children, 
each child being put in the care of a 
family lor the day. Apparently this is 
the first time in Darlington that an 
organisation has done tins. Each child 
was given spending money and after a 
lull da) on the sands, the races, the 
lun fair. etc., the children were taken 
back l.ulcn with practically every kind 
ot to\ that was OI1 Sale. 

The smiling faces, bright eyes and 
constant chatter of the children were 
the greatest reward that the members 
and their wives and friends could have 


contact, through the “Navy News." 
with the Morccambc branch, but 
recently it was thought that More- 
combe had disappeared without trace. 
Such is far from the case however. A 
recent visitor to Morccambc. Shipmate 
E. Akers, found that Morccambc has 
a nice club and the branch is still 
functioning. It is hoped that more will 
be heard in the future of its members 
• perhaps via “Navy News." 

VISIT TO KIPLIN HALL 

Recently Darlington members 
visited Kiplin Hall, near Richmond. 
Yorks. Ii is owned by Miss B. Talbot 
who has spent a lifetime in the interest 


had. I he thank* ol the children. of „ lt m ,.„ „( , hc R oya | Navy and the 
expressed in cuddle* more moving than Merchant Navv. (It'is believed Hut 
words, was overwhelming. It is a (ore- onc hcr contributions was the 
gone conclusion that next year an even invention of the watertight red light 
greater clforl will be made to bring | liscd on lifebelts, etc.) 
even more happiness to thc-.c unfor 


tunatc children, and the Darlington 
members hope that other branches will 
give the scheme a trial. They will be 
well rewarded 

I he branch held its first Flower 
Show in August and after the show the 
Howcis were auctioned, the proceeds, 
amounting to over £3. being given to 
the Children's Fund by Shipmate J. 
Burn and the Social Committee. 

The Social Committee has done very 
good work tiiis year in their efforts to 
provide entertainment for the 
members, and great credit must be 
giver to Shipmates M. Bell and F. 
Angus, the I reasurer and Secretary of 
the Committee, for the way they have 
worked 

Darlington used to be in constant 


I lie Hall houses a museum with a 
fine collection of naval prints, also 
items of interest such as a Nelson’s 
chair and steps and an autographed 
Bible from which the lesson was read 
in the chapel by the Darlington 
president. Shipmate J B. Goldsworthy 

It was with great pleasure that the 
branch welcomed Miss Talbot when 
she made an unexpected visit to the 
club on September 9. Although over 
80 years of age. this grand old lady, 
who once sailed round the Horn in a 
windjammer as a member of the crew, 
gave a splendid speech in which she 
said that nothing could ever beat this 
grand little island and its Navy, and 
it is certain that while such wonderful 
people as Miss Ialbot arc alive nobody 
ever will. 


Admiral Sir Gerald Gladstone taking the salute at the march past 

The Weymouth Dedication 
was a colourful affair 

OVER 500 FOR TEA 

T HE dedication of the standard of a branch of the Royal Naval Association 
is nearly always a colourful occasion, hut when the occasion is onc attended 
by more than 20 other standards, is led hy a first-class Service hand, has con¬ 
tingents of serving men and women, takes place at the seaside in fine weather 
in the presence of hundreds of visitors, then it becomes a more than worth¬ 
while occasion. 


Newcastle ready for the 

1 J • a • ! The annual trip ux Bamborouch j on Weymouth front, which attracted a 

flPHIPatinn went oil very well. although the ■ I:,r « c “odieiKC of townsfolk and 
UCUItdUUII weather was not very good. It is the lsl r , J' rs ‘ , , , , . n „ 

i first time a cricket .natch has been I ,hc |,:,r;,dc marsh:l ' *»* »• R - 


P. S. Sprent. M.A., the branch Chap¬ 
lain. assisted by the Reverend David 
Evans. Chaplain, Royal Navy, of 
ll.M.S. Berwick. 

Admiral Sir Gerald Gladstone, 
G.B.I:., K.C.B., read the lesson. 

The salute at the march past was 
taken by Admiral Gladstone, and on 
the saluting base with him was the 
Mayor of Weymouth, Alderman W. E. 
Ward. J.l\, late R.N.V.R., a member 
of the Weymouth branch. 

The Flag Olliccr Sea Training. Port¬ 
land. Vice-Admiral P. W. Gretton. 
C.B.. D.S.O., O.B.E.. D.S.C., marched 
in civilian dress with the Weymouth 
branch, an honour to the parade in 
general, and to the Weymouth branch 
in particular. 

Weymouth branch was led by its 
president, (apt. R. J. Mackenzie- 
Edwards. O.B.I:., J.P., R.N., and the 
chairman, Cdr. R. G. Lane, D.S.C., 
R.N. 

Over 500 members and guests took 
tea in the Sydney Hall, where they 
were addressed by Admiral Sir Gerald 
Gladstone, who is a vice-president of 
the Weymouth branch. 

I he ceremony ended with the band 
of the Royal Marines Beating Retreat 


■ ■■« tniiw a viiviwi m.uui n«i3 I’nii ♦ Ylnrnhv p v .l % 

T IIK preparations for the dcdicution played in mackintoshes and snu'wes-1 S pn) ;, "V , Inc 
of the standard of the Newcastle ters-the locals were amazed. The cold 1 mccr * * 


Base Gunnery 


and Gateshead branch of the Royal wet weather did not. however, dampen 
Naval Association arc now nearly die ardour of the party. 

complete, and October 22 promises to - 

; be a real “Red-Letter Day" for the 
branch. 

The standard bearer will be Ship¬ 
mate Bugg. a well-deserving honour . 
in view of his long service and loyalty 1 
to the branch. He is an cx-Chicf Stoker 
and was Mentioned in Despatches in 
1942. The two escorts will be Ship- j 
mateg Coe and Robinson—again very 
I deserving of this honour. 

The route of the parade, which no 
doubt will bring nostalgic memories to 
I “Gcordics" away from Newcastle, will 


All hands to the 

Guinness 


g r 


Wolverhampton 
mourns a 
craftsman 

T HE Wolverhampton Branch of 
the Royal Naval Association 
learned with extreme regret of the 
passing of Shipmate Harry Onions, of 
Bishopswood. near Wolverhampton, 
on September 10 at the age of 68. He 
was a Naval pensioner and served in 
both World Wars as a shipwright. 

He was onc of the branch’s oldest 
and most respected members, and his 
work in the beautifully executed wood 
carvings is renowned to hundreds of 
people in the Wolverhampton area. 
His masterpiece is the carved altar 
in Bishopswood Church which lie 
donated and is a joy to behold. This 
particular work took this three 
months to complete by working 12 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

In his lifetime many a child has had 
hours of pleasure from the hundreds 
of wooden toys he made and donated 
to various children’s Christmas parties. 

The branch headquarters shows evi¬ 
dence of his craftsmanship in the 
many crests and plaques, and also a 
magnificent roll of honour. 

Shipmate Onions was a man with a 
devoted sense of duty and his loss 
will be greatly felt by all who knew 
him. He leaves a widow, three 
daughters anil a son. 
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VISIT TO PORTLAND 
A REAL PLEASURE 


SUBMARINE OLD COMRADES 
PRESENT SHIELD TO FINWHALE 


Portsmouth H.Q. still stands Over 300 at Dolphin reunion 

OLBMARINE stories of old, both tragic and happy, were heard again in 

-......... .. ...... .... ..... . k^burt Hlm'kh(illsi> fin Spnlrmhcr I A uhpn t ho CnKmurinn Ml.I r.impn.1..-' 


D URING the recent summer months the Portsmouth Branch of the Royal 
Naval Association has had the pleasure of welcoming members from all 
over the country, and the Portsmouth shipmates have been most pleased to 
see them. 


The walls and floor of the head¬ 
quarters were really tested, particularly 
when the visitors from Bath and 
Reading were in possession. Members 
were sure that the foundations had 
sunk several inches! Prom all accounts 
the visitors from near and far enjoyed 
themselves which, alter all. is what the 
Portsmouth members intended. 


the prospect of a dreary middle 
anchor watch at the end of it, hut 
every one of the 94 Portsmouth 
members who attended had nothing 
but praise for the evening they had 
with the Portland shipmates. 

The Portsmouth coaches were met 
by two of the Portland members, who 

s,,.,," 1 ", i,,,,, yg-'rft, 1 ;,: a af-ass» 

(rV r ' mi t- ^ joyed a view ihat. perhaps, they had 

' { . r f r c ;- S'Hcd I r .1 Salad ihe > n > , roub|ttd ta ' kc a ,' ook aI f 

children ot many ol the members ... 

were called on and they played like! , I here was a pleasant surprise during 

••old-timers.** - Scenes from ‘ Hans the course of the social evening which 

Christian Anderson.- “The King and followed in the hall specially booked 

1" and the balcony scene from for the occasion, when the Portsmouth 

Romeo and Juliet- were plavcd with Branch was presented with a reminder 


great gusto, and the venture proved a 
great success. 

’ Perhaps the highlight of August 
was the annual outing to Weymouth 
where, after spending a day having 
the usual wander around, the visitors 
were entertained by members of the 
Portland Branch. 

Portland, to most sailors, means 


many hours at exercises, etc., with > scsscs. 


of their visit. It took the form of a 
stone taken from the Chcsil Beach, 
beautifully painted with a scene of 
Portland Bill. This was mounted and 
bore an inscription of the presenta¬ 
tion and date. 

The memento now hangs in the 
Portsmouth headquarters among the 
many ships* crests the branch pos- 


TWENTY 


Durham member 


STANDARDS for New Zealand 
EXPECTED 


r llK dedication of the standard of 
the Aldershot Branch of the 
Royal Naval Association promises to 
he a very big Naval affair in the 
“Home of the British Army*' on Sun¬ 
day, October 8. 

At the time of going to press, it is 
expected that 60 standards irom other 
Royal Naval Association branches 
and kindred associations will be pre¬ 
sent. 

In addition to Vice-Admiral Sir 
Charles C. Ilughes-llallett. who will 
take the salute at the march-past. 
Vice-Admiral Sir Sidney Raw and 
Rear-Admiral W. I.. G. Adam have 
intimated that they will be present. 
General R. I ; . Corw.dl. Royal 
Marines, has also stated that he hopes 
to attend. 

I wo bands will be in attendance 
and. weather permitting, the Royal 
Marine Band of the Portsmouth Com¬ 
mand will Beat Retreat on the Maida 
Parade Ground after the dedication 
ceremony at 5 p.m. 

The parade will leave Salamanca 
Barracks at 2.30 p.m. 

In order that those travelling from 
afar may not have to go on the 
march-past with empty stomachs, the 
organisers have made arrangements 
for the N.A.A.IM. Club to be avail¬ 
able for luncheons and refreshments 
from 11 a.m. 

FOUNDER MEMBER 
AND CHAIRMAN 
DIES 

A POUNDER member ami chair¬ 
man of the Isle of Wight branch 
of the Royal Naval Association since 
its formation in 1951, Shipmate B. 
Rann. cx-Chief Petty Ollicer, died on 
September 13, 

Members of the branch attended the 
funeral service at All Saints’ Church. 
Ryde. followed by cremation at Whip- 
pingham. 

Shipmate Rann will always be re¬ 
membered as a loyal and greatly 
respected member and he will be sadly 
missed. 


T ill- members of the Durham 
Branch of the Royal Naval Asso¬ 
ciation were more titan a little sad 
at the September meeting, when they 
said “goodbye” to founder member 
George Watts who, by now. is on his 
way to settle in New Zealand. In 
wishing him and his family the best of 
luck, the members said how greatly 
he would be missed, lie was one of the 
most regular of attenders and a 
staunch messmate. 

Despite a shrinking sports fund, a 
few Durham shipmates will be once 
again making the long journey to 
London for the annual reunion. 

The shrinkage does not mean that 
the branch is nearing bankruptcy. I he 
benevolent funds are in a healthy 
state and only recently Shipmate 
"Dick” Heron was able to organise 
timely help to several deserving 
cases. The branch has also "chipped 
in" to help wipe olf the deficit incurred 
by Area No. 11 in running the Whit¬ 
sun Spurn Head service. 

The Durham Branch would like to 
be able to read in Nwv Nt.ws of 
other branches a wish that is echoed 
bv the Editor. 


DORKING ‘ON THE 
MOVE’ AGAIN 

A SSOC1A1 ION affairs during the 
. summer mouths tend to sutler 
from holidays, hot (?) weather and the 
like, but like others the Dorking 
branch of the Association is “on the 
move” again. 

The shipmates supported the Burma 
Star Association at the dedication of 
their Standard and on September 9 
the branch had a stall at the local 
fete in aid of the Cheshire Homes. 
The branch will also be represented 
on October 8 at the Aldershot 
Standard dedication service. 

The first dance of the new series 
has taken place and the socials at the 
club have been well supported. 

Members visiting Dorking are 
assured of a warm welcome any 
I Saturday evening. 


Admiral H. S. Mackcn/ic. D.S.O.. 
D.S.C., and the Captain of the First 
Submarine Squadron. Capt. L. W. 

LB.MARINE stories of old, both tragic and happy, were heard again in .... i ni , 

l ort Blockhouse on September 16 when the Submarine Old Comrades' , a " '?.* 

Association held its annual reunion. The weather was line despite mans gloomy P he i'hn ' w 8 '' 

forecasts, and about 300 Old Comrades, a cross-section of every genera.ion ^ ‘ % ’' S |1 ’! C r' . k '' r" 

ot submariners since the first crew of the Al, turned out to make it a successful I .h,! ^hm!. ri. ’ r 

day. As always, they had conic from near and far, even the Scotland Branch shield to I \1 ^ fS H V m? 
being well represented. ? h c ’ 1 h ?k. represen- 

w, . . . . _ ted by Chief MCE) l.owc in the absence 

Alter the usual rendezvous in the ground for a group photograph with of the submarine on exercises in the 

canteen, all gathered on the parade 1-Tag Officer. Submarines. Rear- Atlantic. 

The shield is given annually by ihe 
association for the best all-round sub¬ 
marine in the first Submarine Squad¬ 
ron; l inwhale is the first of the Por¬ 
poise Class to have achieved the 
honour, and in the course of a thor¬ 
oughly successful year’s work she 
recently made her name in under-ice 
exercises in the Arctic. 

T wo silver cups were handed over 
to the first Submarine Squadron by 
Mr. Bell, of the Portsmouth branch, 
for safe keeping; they had been won 
by submarines on the China station 
before the Second World War. and in 
lime it is hoped they will be amongst 
the founder exhibits in a Submarine 
Museum, plans for which arc being 
made in Dolphin at the moment. 

The Old Comrades* Association 
banner was laid up in the Church of 
St. Ambrose during a short service. 

Afterwards, all had a chance to wan¬ 
der around the establishment, seeking 
out favourite haunts and renewing old 
acquaintances amongst themselves. 
Dolphin has changed a good deal in 
the last two years, so some of the 
older submariners found difficulty 
consoling the new with the old. 

As always, the Memorial Chapel and 
Ihe submarines at the pier T ireless, 
Trenchant. Sea Scout and Seraph— 
were visited by most. T hese boats arc 
definitely the vintage members of the 
post-war fleet, yet to most of those 
present they seemed to he full of cun¬ 
ning and modern devices they had 
never known. 

However, considering this year is 
the Diamond Jubilee of the Submarine 
Service, it must have occurred to many 
of the -old-timers’* that the basic tech¬ 
niques and traditions of submarining 
have changed less than in most other 
walks of life. 

In the evening a reunion dinner was 
held in the Chief Petty Ofliccis* Mess, 
during which speeches were made by 
the President, the flag Officer. Sub¬ 
marines. and the chairman of the 
Essex branch. Mr. H. Warren. 

On the Sunday morning many of 
the Old Comrades showed their wives 
around the fort and were able to ex¬ 
plain much of the submarine jargon 
they had used so often at home. 

Gradually ail dispersed to their home 
towns, but it is hoped they will all 
return again next year. for. as usual, 
it had been a memorable week-end for 


The president of the Submarine Old Comrades* Association, Vice-Admiral 
Sir Sidney Raw, presents the Submarine Efficiency Shield to Chief Petty 
Officer Engineering Mechanic l.owc, of II..M.S. I'inwhulc. 

PAST AND FUTURE LINKED 


T ill! Navy of Ihe past and the Navy of the future were linked at a 
at llitchin on September 23. 

T he Rovston branch of the Royal 
Naval Association put a bequest re¬ 
ceived from the estate of the late Wil- 


ccrcniony 


liam Tricky, together wtih a grant from 
branch funds, to a very good cause— 
the furtherance of the Navy of the 
future. A mace was purchased for the 
band of the Hitch in Sea Cadet Corps. 

Ihe presentation was made by the 
Royslon branch president, ( apt. M. B. 
Laing. ( .B E.. R.N.. with the chair¬ 
man. Shipmate F. Ellington, and many 
other shipmates in attendance. 

T he Sea Cadets, under their Com- 

T IIK West Ham branch of the Royal sanding Ollicer. Licut.-Commandcr 
Nasal Association paid a visit to Sm J lh - very smartly turned out 

Worthing on September 17 and were and , a "edit to the training stall s hard 
well looked after by the Worthing * ork - ^aul would have glad- 
shipmates (not forgetting the Worthing uened the heart of even the most 
wives who laid on so much food that crmcal Gunnery Ollicer at Whale 


West Ham at 
Worthing 


Order or Renewal Form 

(Delete as appropriate) 

‘NAVY NEWS’ OFFICE, ROYAL NAVAL 
BARRACKS, PORTSMOUTH 

Plane post it copy oj each issue oj "Navy News' to 

Name . 

Address . 

/ enclose herewith money order! postal order Cheque value 8,'-. beine 
a subscription for 12 issues, including postage. 

Commence . (Month) 

// member oj R.X. Association, please stati Hit./uh 


it was not possible to eat it all) at Hie 
social evening. 

Some of the more hardy members 
went for a swim despite the inciemer.t 
weather. 

On September 23 members ol the 
lianworth branch and the Houmlow 
branch visited West Ham for an en¬ 
joyable evening. There were dancing, 
singing, fun and games from members 
of ail three branches. 

October is going to be a busy 
month for the branch. I here is a visit 
to Southend to see the illuminations on 
the 7th; Beer branch, “up for the Re¬ 
union.” is visiting West Ham on the 
13th and on the 28th there is the 
“Grand Dance” at the Public Hall. 
West Ham. 

The oldest member of the branch. 
Shipmate Harold George Silvester, 
who fought at Jutland, died on 
September 2. At the funeral on 
September 8 members of the branch 
were present and the Brajich 
Standard covered the coffin. Some of 
his workmates also attended bringing 
with them the British Legion Standard. 
He was deeply respected and the 
members of the branch will miss him. 


Cape Town member 
says ‘Thanks’ 

S HIPMATE G. Haddon of Ihe Cape 
Town branch of the Royal Naval 
Association, who recently spent a few 
weeks in England. <ays he received a 
very warm welcome from R.N.A. 
members wherever he went. 

He asked the Editor to convey his 
grateful thanks to Battersea. Green¬ 
wich. London (Central). Wembley. 
Birmingham (Central). Edgbaston and 
Ladywood and Coventry branches and 
also to Headquarters. 

He hopes that the attractions of 
T.V. and Bingo will soon wane and 
that membership everywhere will 
increase. 


Ollicer 

Island 

After the parade a very enjoyable 
time was had by the Royslon ship- 
mates and their families 
function an 
Sea Cadets. 


it a social ( both the Old Comrades and for those 
nged by the parents of the currently serving in II M.S. Dolphin 

• and the First Submarine Squadron. 

* 


Something to 
write home about! 


The i emotional Ronton varafhmc— 
/no$l odtancei tai lighter in the wo r!d 

Wherever you go you’ll be proud 
to own a Ronson lighter. Each 
one is precision-engineered and 
handsomely finished. Choose your 
Ronson from the wide range a! 
the NAAFI 


Ronson 


VARAFLAME 




World's Greatest Lighters 





CLIMBING THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OF JAPAN 



The parly before their arduous climb with Mount Fujiyama in the back 

ground 

llarlland Point" for all of 


yes. only 3.000, Mum. It 
y morning, and wc could 
all look down on the coastal plain, or 
whatever they call it. clear as any- 
ninc thing. Then wc walked, and wc walked, 
and was he and wc changed our loads, and wc 
r P.O.’s gave stopped and rcstcvl and walked again, 
rerybody said and changed our loads, and the eggs 
least. Ha ha. broke—so many that we put the goo 
*ed that this in a plastic bag. and Petty Ofliccr 


WITH ‘THE NUT’ 

Hartland Point men reach 
summit of Fujiyama 

(three officers ami a party of 14 ratings recently travelled from Kobe'to 
i ujiyama. the 12.400ft. mountain in Japan. A successful expedition to the top 
of the mountain followed, and the account of the climb. a\ seen by one of the 
climbers, was written lo his mother. —El>.) 

D FAR Mum,— You'll never guess. Two days ago I climbed the tallest 
mountain in Japan, Fuji-somcthing-or-other, which is miles and miles 
from Kobe where the ship is. 


There’s a nut in this ship who. when it’s still 70 miles away!" 
he is away from his wife in Singapore. 

goes to extraordinary lengths to climb *NO SPEAK ENGLISH' 

every mountain in sight. And he 

tries to make his stokers do so too. The next train was a bit like New 
Nobody believed him when he started Cross to Victoria, only it was full of 
wandering round the ship looking for farmers carrying stinking seaweed, 
suckers to climb some holy mountain and very crowded, too. When we got 
in Japan. First he says it is twelve hun- out wc asked him what next, and he 
dred metres high (or perhaps said. "I don’t know. Let’s sec if the 
thousands or maybe feet. I can’t natives speak English." 
remember), then he says it is 200 miles They didn’t. 

away (it was 340. not counting our bus Then we kept the early morning bus 
ride and lift), then he says he’ll only waiting (at 0620 to be exact) while wc 
take hods who’ll buy a rucksack, and picked up a little breakfast, but luckily 
give him their R.A. and £5 as well, it was going our way and wc were the 
1 hen. they say. he went to the Com- only passengers. By the way. Mum. 
mandcr and said. "Look ...." (I can’t the Japs don’t have any loaves of 
use his name in a letter to you. Mum) bread, and they cat seaweed. Rum 
"I still want £40 to be utterly safe." ain’t it? Also I don’t know how wc 
Anyway, of all the pi/o collections of found out all these timings and routes 
men in this ship the Welfare Commit- from Charlies who can't speak Eng- 
tee are the worst—but they gave him lish. 

the lot. Kept it all himself he did. This Mount Fuji was there in front 
having taken his whack from us. too. of us. Mum. and we werfc going along 


Hartc said we'd have omelettes for 
dinner. 

At 12 o’clock we stopped to look for 
somewhere to camp or sleep, and some 
water. First there was nowhere, nor 
any water either. Then they found a 
half-built hut. We looked high and 
low for water, and after an hour found 
three full drums behind the hut. The 
pot mess and tea were good. Almost 
as good as yours. Mum. 

After dinner the nut looks at the 
top. which we could see quite clearly, 
and says. "Not as high as the Ben to 
me. Can do that easily in an after¬ 
noon!" Actually Dad. our hut was at 
only 5.0(X) feet though they thought 
at that time it was about 7.5(H). I wish 
we’d known for certain, but all we had 
was a map written in Japanese, and I 
don't think the oflicers understood 
Japanese any more than wc did. 

So wc set oil carrying a camera or 
three and an apple for luck. You'd 
have given up awful quickly. Dad: it 
was jolly steep. Little windy mud path 
through the woods, only it went on up 
and up. past first one little mountain 
hut, then another, and then another, 
and still we were in the trees. The 
second half, and all the tolls were with 
them, noticed a. sign saying 2.200 
metres (which is only about 6.500 feet. 
Mum. in case you don’t know). They 
said that they didn't believe it after two 
whole hours, but they were worried. 

SLIPPERY LAVA 

Anyway we all got to a wooden 
house at last which was just about at 
the end of the trees. Looking down wc 
could see for miles, right into the blue 
blue distance where we had come from. 
Some said it looked only 2.500 to the 
top. Toothy kept quiet. He’s good at 
arithmetic, you see. and when he took 
8.000 from 12.400. he got 4.400. 
(Scowsc says these figures are right, 
but I wouldn't know.) 

(Continued on page 15, column I) 


It’s brewed in the 
good old British way! 

ALL THE BEST FROM 


The oflicers and men of IIALS. Collingwood recently made a handsome 
donation of £250 to the King George's Fund for Sailors. This fund is re¬ 
cognised as the central fund for oflicers and men of the Royal Navy, 
Merchant Navy and Fishing Fleets. The picture shows Rear-Admiral G. B. 
Teale. Chief Staff Officer (Administration) to the Conimander-in-C'hief. 
Portsmouth, receiving the cheque from Capt. F. I.. Millns. R..V, the Com¬ 
manding Ofliccr of II.M.S. Collingwood 


Brewers of BLUE LABEL. HOP LEAF, CISK LAGER. LACTO, 

FARSONS STOUT. These fine beers, all available * 

# 

In Malta, are also exported to N. Africa 
They can be enjoyed throughout the Mediterranean area 


IF YOU’RE 

TH/RS TING 
FOR 


Collingwood’s cheque 


flic llartland Point men near the top of Fujiyama. (The writer of the article 

did not indicate “Fhe Nut!") 


almost the moment the pusscr had an awful road at about 50. gradually 
handed it to us at the pay table. climbing the first bit straight up. After 

He said we had to save time and seven miles he stopped, and wc started 
money so wc travelled overnight to walk. Our rucksacks were very 
through Osaka and Nagoya. Just like heavy—about 50 pounds with all the 
Brum. Mum. Japanese First Class is tins and blankets. First time wc really 
swell. I ipping seals like in an aero- had to carry them. Then as I told you. 
plane. But we had to change at four wc hitched a lift up the zig/ag road in 
o’clock. They woke me just before and a timber lorry which was very hard, 
muttered. "There it is!" And I said. But we were on the mountain now. 
"What?" But. there it was. Miles above and i( looked ever so close. They made 
us looming out of the ground mist. A us sign in at a hut. and give our next- 
huge mountain. It was about this time of-kin. I hope you don't mind. Mum. 
that someone said. "Of course, chaps, but the nut pul "Captain. II.M.S. 


TRY A 








































October. 1961 


N A V Y N E W S 


15 



Classified A dvertisements 


KILLERMAN JARO 
THE NEXT TIME 


Excellent prospects for these 


(Continued from page 14) 

I he rest of the way was what they * 
call lava. Dad. Like the punimicc stone 
you clean your lingers with, only black f 
already. Sometimes solid like rocks, j 
but mostly small and loose and very * 
slippery. Some of the rocks are burned ; 
red. The slope straight up was steep i 
and bare. As you took a step you \ 
dipped down about two. We all . 
swarmed straight up. All except 
loothy. that is. who said he’d stick 
to the path. 

It took a long time, and it must have 
been 4.30 when we were only in the e 
middle of that slope. It was horrible. I i 
No grass, no trees; only rock and lava 
and people sliding down the moun¬ 
tain. One or two lucky blokes got a 
swig of the nut’s hip Mask. 

Somebody said there was a path to 
one side of us. Was there! And were 
we thankful to find it? Toothy was 
there too. I hey say he lay Hat with his 
head below the level of 
of flic four huts on tl 
must be how he nearly 


Wc arc tcolcn* 'or a number of younj men 
to anise in carrying out functional tcut on * 
wirfc variety of electronic equipment. They 
will be given full training together with every 
cnccurajerr.cnt to progrcit to Engineering 
grades. 

A good itarting salary will be paid to men with 
either a bajic knowledge and experience ol 
electronic circuici or education to O.N.C. or 
G.C.E. ‘A’ level in Math»/Phy*ic*. 

There are excellent staff benefits in operation. 


Piecse write m detail to: 

The Personnel Manager, 

ELLIOTT BROTHERS 
(LONDON) LIMITED 

Elstree Way, Borehamwood, Herts. 


toul ol C775. Alter 1/ xearx service a (urihct 
increment of 125 is auaided, making a lm.il total 
of 0*00 per annum. Uniform and boots arc 
issued tree of tharve. lhcrc ate irood prospects 
ol promotion, ( and.dates must be between 
21 and 4S >cars ol aire. .it least 5 ft. Tin. in 
hcicht tin bare lect>. ol llritish nationality and 
of exemplars character. I hey vs ill be required 
to pass a medical and educational examination 
rnor to appointment. I duc.ition.il examinations 
arc Ire Id quarterly at II.M l>. .k>atds Ports- 
mouth. l>csonpon and Kos>th. and at the 

, R N.M.Y. Londonderry. Northern Ireland. 

1 I he next is due in earl> October. |V6|. f urther 
information and application term* can be ob¬ 
tained from the < hief Constable. Admiralty 
Constabulary. Ouccn Anne’s Mansions. St. 
James’s Park. London. S.W.I. Scrxini; per- 


POSTS FOR MEN IN 
H.M. PRISON SERVICE 
PRISONS AND BORSTALS 


Lb*. Hants. Phone Liss 2121. 

HOUSE PURCHASE. An ideal scheme for 
those looking ahead 100 *.; advance alter three 
scars at low rate of interest. Mortgages tepaid 
in the event of death—Write for leaflet. "The 
House Assured." to the Provident Life A«w- 
elation of London Ltd., 246 liivltonvgate. Lon¬ 
don. I.C.2. 

AJAX rudl.s controlled taxis. 24-hour xcrxice.— 
Tel.: Portsmouth 35J.D/4 (two hues). 


Hut jum m case wc were tsn> late; 
coming down -— which was kind of- 
them. We carried masses of apples and 
oranges and nutty (this is all very 
dillicult for you. Mum. hut this is 
chocolate too) and eggs ami Oxo and 
torches and bandages, not forgetting 
the matches. 

It was a line day again. Clear hut 
without all the sun we’d had the day 
before. The path through the trees was 
still just as sleep, and although there 
were cracks about the stiffness wearing 
off after the first 7.000 feet. I think wc 
were moving faster than before. At 
ten wc were at the lop of the trees. By 
12 the path had led us to where we had | 
stopped before, and we had a terribly 
lazy languid luxurious lunch on nutty 
and oranges and snow. 

AT THE TOP 

Then, though there really wasn’t a 
race in it. people started putting on 
the pace up the next 2.000 feel which 
were not funny at all. Very steep, on 
solid lava and snow. What is "eye¬ 
brow stuff.” Dad? Through some 
more Shinto arches, over some rocks, 
and wc were at the edge of the crater. 
Huge it was; half a mile across with 
a funny hole in the middle. We were 
almost too tired to climb the last little 
hill at the side to the top of the 
mountain. Ltty Peel was there by 
himself at ten to three. Then Jan 
Mode. Most of us reached the Met 
station about threm and the P.O. and 
the nut crawled up at three-thirty. 

Just before wc had to rush of! down 
because wc didn’t want that night lark 
again. Toothy appeared at the lip. and [ 
a big cheer went up. because he is a 1 
very old man. Mum. 3K they say— 
nearly out on pension, lie had taken 
it slow, hut sure, as he said, and had 
made it. And did he snaflle the nut’s 
whisky at the top Did he! 

Those two let us go on ahead be¬ 
cause old nut couldn't hardly walk 
now. Poor old Jack Dusty turned hack 
when he saw us coming down, and he 
was very close, too. A great shame, j 
The olliccrs called it glissading, but * 
wc just skated down the long strips ol j 
snow on the mountain, sometimes on 
our feet, and sometimes on our 
well you know what I mean Mum. 
Anyway, wc got down terribly quick 
and made the hut by six-thirty I he 
sun went down while the last two 
were at 10.000 feet, and they could | 
sec the shadow of cast on the j 
clouds below her looking like an 
arrow. They were using their torch 
at 9.000 feet, they say. and they called 
the mud path a "nightmare” because; 
they saw what could have happened ■ 
to them the night before. Wc were 
"laughing!" 

GOOD ORGANISATION 

They got home, and the nut’s leg 
the next morning was good enough j 
to let him walk with the rest of us 
down ten miles until our timber lorry I 
gave fls a lift to the village with the | 
station. Of course. \yc had much less, 
to carry. Only one tin of salmon left. | 
in fact. This is what they call good j 
organisation, I suppose. Then. Mum. 

I had a huge dinner and lots of beer, 
and a real barber’s shave by a 
Japanese who had a smashing party 
in his shop. Wc got home, second- 
class and very full, by 11 that night. 

Must stop now. Skaussc says ta-ta 
for now. 

Ginger (alias Sir Edmund). 

P.S.—Is it true the Fleet Air Arm 
never go above 10,000 without oxy¬ 
gen? How wet can you get? The nut 
says lie might try Killerman Jaro on 
his way home. Can you get thi> on the 
National Health. Dud? , 


the leaders. Now we really were tired. 
Some of us went up a few more stages. 
Jan lloilc says he was very near the 
top and came down because the nut 
sail! was too late. Most of us finally 
stopped at the hut where there is no 
water only snow to eat. 

ALTITUDE DISEASE 

We were very sorry for ourselves, 
we weren’t going to make it.*But at 
least wc didn’t have to walk upwards 
anymore. "I hey say we were suffering 
from altitude, but I’ve never heard of 
a disease of that name. It was good to 
look so far down. All beautiful colours 
•and clouds which hods took photo¬ 
graphs of. The w ind got damn cold and 
mist swirled round the top of the 
mountain. It still looked only a quarter 
of an hour away: but everyone now 
knew that it would mean a much 
longer walk than we expected, and 
sleeping at the top without blankets 
and without any food. So we started 
clown at six. 

It began to get dark. Nobody said 
anything, and they didn’t seem to be 
worried. We started going through the 
trees when it was only just light 
enough to sec. Soon it was just all 
black. And it was hell. The stokers, 
who can sleep anywhere, said that they 
envied them two who had stayed in the 
hut at the top of the trees because they 
were llakcrs and could go no farther. 
I hey had no blankets either. Some¬ 
how Jan Peel (who has a funny 
Christian name. Mum: Etty) seemed to 
remember the way. He remembered 
where there was no path, and where 
to expect trees felled across it; where 
10 turn sharp left, and miss a hole. Of 
to cross a tiny bridge across a 
precipice. The nut had a knee which 
hurt to bend, and kept falling over the 
pegs which held the little log steps in 
place. I didn’t understand w hat he said, 
hut I am sure you didn't ought to. 
Mum. 

Wc got hack to our hut and our ki 
(chocolate to you. Mum) at 10.30. safe 
and sound. 


AGE 21 to 42 lor 44| for men with long 
tcrvicc m the armed forces), 
mfnimum height S’ 6' 

PAY £10.I6».6<J. a week rising to £15.3*. 
i week. 

PLUS 

Free quarters or an allowance of up to 
£2.5». a week 
free uniform 

Three weeks’ ho'iday with pay, plus 9 

t ub tic holidays 
I pay durinc training 

Pensionable appointments with promotion 
prospects 

Additional allowances for officers who 
qualify .n certain buildmx trades, elect¬ 
ricians. heating and hot water fitters, 
cooks, physical education instructors and 
hospital officers. 

Serf 'or il'uitreted tool let end application 

form to: 

Establishment Officer (LA 40) 
Prison Commission, 
Horseferry House, 

Dean Ryle Street, 

London S.W.I 


THl LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE 

requires 

MEN AND WOMEN 


DRIVER/ATTENDANTS 

Basic pay £12 Is. (42-hour week) including first-aid and running repairs 
allowances. Shift workers’ pay range £13 8s. to £14 9s. Initial training with 
pay. Uniform provided. Paid holidays. Pension scheme on permanent 
appointment. Applicants, aged 21-45, must be experienced drivers in 

good health. 

Apply to the 

Officcr-in-Charge (LAS. I/N/2502/I0), 

LONDON AMBULANCE SERVICE 
ISO Waterloo Road, S.E.I 


When you return to 


EARNING A SHARE IN 
TEN MILLION POUNDS 


there’s room 


The man in the car could be YOU !—back in Civvy 
Street, with the home of your dreams, the job of your 
dreams. For, every year, about 9,000 brand new men 
will start Outdoor Selling. Some will earn £1,000. 
sonic £2,000. some £4,000, with a total of over TEN 
MILLION POUNDS ! And, back home, there’s room 
for YOU. 


WHISPERINGS 

Two maniacs were up at four 
o’clock, they said, because it was light, 
then the two cripples from higher up 
appeared after no sleep anil even more 
dreadful cold, which made us all get 
up and make breakfast. And you know 
what. Mum? Sonic clots were hunched 
away in a little group, whispering— 
saying that they thought they would 
have another try if the nut didn’t mind. 

I thought they were mad. 

Then suddenly the nut stood up and 
shoved people this way and that. He 
is a curious man who loves to speak 
so fast that nobody understands him. 
lie asked one group if they were sure 
they really wanted to go. and were lit 
enough to try again. And they said 
yes. To the other lie said. "Is there 
anyone here who hasn’t bad enough, 
whose knees don’t ache, and who isn’t 
Minburncd, and who wouldn’t really 
rather stay at home?" And Jack Dusty. 
\cs the bloke who had just come down, 
whose real name is Moody, said yes 
loo. 

"Right. You 10 go. Wc leave at 
eight, lake an extra sweater each. 
Good." He always talks like that, 
rhen nutcase added that he didn't 
want cripples to try. or guys who 
"thought they might," or whose little 
toes hurt, and that he too would conic. 
Which was a bit much seeing that he 
was limping all over the place. 

Mum. I had to go too. 

They (those who stayed put. 1 mean) 
bought it in the end though! They had 
to carry our blankets to "Moody’s 


money Salesmen you sec driving around were trained 
this convenient way. No previous experience or 
special education is required. Remember !—Outdoor 
Selling is a growing profession, with over 250,000 
members and 9,000 new men needed every year to 
cover retirements, promotions, etc. It's the career 
of the future —and when you return there’s room 
for YOU. If you have the WILL to get on (not 
otherwise) send for full details. Sec some typical 
vacancies, some typical successes—by typical men. 
No obligation whatever. Just clip the coupon ! 


POST NOW 


NATIONAL SCHOOL 
SALESMANSHIP LTD. 
NATIONAL HOUSE 

MANCHESTER 2 

7 V/.: MMfrian SS11/2 

don: DANES INN HOUSE 

265, STRAND, W.C.2 

TV/.: CH.lnary 4211/2 

THE SPECIALIST SCHOOL 


I'leacs said me derails of Specialist home-study mining. Speciali* 
Appointment Service, and how 10 become one of my year’* 9,000 
"new nun". 


Name 


Address 


EILIOTT 
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ff you roll your own cigarettes, 
here’s how to get 12 extra cigarettes 
from a 3d. packet of rizla 
C igarette papers. Crumple a cigar¬ 
ette paper and place on machine 
as shown, it will save enough 
tobacco to make 12 extra cigarettes 
at a cost of 3d 1 


The nine Naval airmen from 1I.M.S. Falcon before their marathon pull around the island of Malta. On the right 
Is Licut.-Cdr. J. Norman, R.N., who was prevented from rowing with the crew because of an elbow injury 


jXP OF HONOUR’ WHICH 

OOK 12* HOURS US - PORTSMOUTH 

t i, LOSE FIRST MATCH 

Naval airmen s fine pull ,tb 

^ I * Rft A At I* « I I* A __ft- 


By using ki/.la Filter Tips, you 
not only save enough tobacco to 
make 20 extra cigarettes with every 
8 d box of 100 tips, but you also 
trap a large percentage of nicotine, 
tobacco tars, etc., and can smoke 
more in consequence. AWc: for a 
cooler smoke always lap cigarette 
(hi* downwards) before smoking. 


H AVING won the Hamilton Cup. open to all ships and shore bases in 
Malta, the II.M.S. Falcon whaler’s crew decided to row a "lap of 
honour"—a lap of honour with a difference, for it entailed a row right round 
the island of Malta. 

l ast year a crew of F.nginc Room- 

Artificers pulled round the island in 19 
hours and the Falcons (II.M.S. Falcon H I >-v ■ l 
is the R.N. Air Station at Hal Far. 

Malta) felt confident that they could 
set up a new record. 

The boat used was an ordinary 
Service whaler with five men rowing 
and three in reserve. The crew’s con¬ 
fidence was not misplaced, for six 
hours 30 minutes were knocked off 
the E.R.A.'s time, and the new record. • ,n 
which other crews have already inti¬ 
mated that they will beat, now stands 
at 12 hours 30 minutes. 

The crew took with them hot soup, 
biscuits, fruit and mineral drinks, and | like manner in 
a portable radio was carried while a 
helicopter in the area kept a friendly 
eye on their progress. 


S IR.—1 write on behalf of all who prevailing, surprisingly little direct 
took part in the International Off assistance was required by competitors, 
shore Powerboat Race on Saturday, but those who finished the course all 
August 19, 1961. to say how much we drew comfort and encouragement from 
appreciated and admired the manner seeing the fast patrol boats and 
which the Royal Navy supported H.M.S. Brocklcsby standing by in 

case of need. They were also relieved 
mmi . of the worry of stray swimmers and 
for spectator-boats by seeing Naval 
auxiliary craft effectively patrolling in 


this event. 

Hundreds of thousands of specta 
tors along the South Coast saw L_. 
themselves the dashing and seaman 

which units of the -Spithcad and Weymouth Bay. 

Trials and Special Service Squadron Though necessarily less spectacular, 
carried out their escort duties. In view the assistance given by the staff of the 
of the marginal weather conditions Commandcr-in-Chicf. Portsmouth, in 

- planning and controlling the race was 
ilselsclsclaclsclsclsclsclsclscktvl of decisive importance. Indeed, with- 

out it. one cannot quite sec how the 
race could have been staged in its pre- 
♦g sent form. 

It is hoped that the declared objcc- 
J I jj live of the race of developing design. 

Jf | +f~ construction and handling techniques 

for small high-performance power- 
m xl boats in open waters may be of interest 

to the Admiralty, by pointing the way 
towards the further development of 
ship’s boats and amphibious craft and 
their equipment. 

Please convey the thanks of the 
organisers and the competitors to all 
units of the Royal Navy whose cheer¬ 
ful co-operation helped to make the 
race the success it undoubtedly was. 
-JOHN G. ABRAHAM. 

(The above letter was sent by the 
chairman of the Race committee to the 
Secretary of the Admiralty.—Editor.) 


i The Navy’s 
avourite since 
Nelson’s day! 


When you bank with the Westminster, you get service 
all along the line. First, the Westminster has a special 
Navy Branch at 26 Haymarket, London. This has been 
open since 1772 and is, in consequence, well acquainted 
with the kind of financial problems you meet with in the 
Navy. Next, the Bank has branches at Portsmouth and 
Plymouth which are always at your service (as also are 
over 1,200 branches in other towns throughout England 
and Wales). Finally, the Westminster Bank operates 
abroad through a world-wide system of agents and 
correspondents. If you would like to know more about 
our service to the Senior Service, write for the booklet 
‘Westminster Bank to Her Majesty’s Ships’ 


SWIMMING POOL 
FOR YEOVILTON 


H .M.S. Heron’s new swimming 
pool was opened at the beginning 
of September by Capt. W. C. Simp¬ 
son. O.B.E.. D.S.C.. Royal Navy. 

Commanding Officer of the Station. 

The pool was built, in the main, by a 
grant of £7.500 from the Nuffield 
Trust, the rest of the cost being pro¬ 
vided by the Naval Central Fund and 
out of station funds. The completed 
bath, which is open-air. is 82 ft. 6 in. 
long by 30 ft. wide and is 10 ft. Gin. 
deep at the deep end. 

Ycovilton is 40 miles from the sea. 
and so the new pool is proving very 
popular with the ship’s company, 
wives and families, and also civilian 
employees on the station. 

But recreational bathing is only one 
side of the story. The pool is also used 
for coaching backward swimmers, wet- 
dingy drill, ship’s water-polo matches 
and for under-water work by the sub¬ 
aqua club. 
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BEERS 


Simonds beers have been enjoyed and 
appreciated since Nelson stood on the 
quarterdeck, and today, the top favourites 
in the Navy arc Tavern Ale, Milk Stout 
and Berry Brown. They're good, strong 
beers — all of them! Have some today! 
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